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Our Grateful Thanks 
and 
Our Call to Action 


A. 8. HEWSON 


In this, the Second Anniversary issue of THE 
AMERICAN RATIONALIST, in addition to the much 
appreciated acclaim of our American supporters, we in- 
clude the astounding and more than generous reactions 
to our work which have come to us from many of 
Britain's most distinguished Rationalists. In fact, this issue 
might be tithed—‘*‘Salute from Britain.” 


These commendations have been so overwhelming 
as to leave us as nearly dumfounded as it is possible to 
reduce this editor and his associates. We are pleased be- 
yond measure that our group efforts have been so favor- 
ably received. These felicitations are accepted gratefully 
but solely for the volunteer team whose combined talents 
and self-directed but cooperative efforts have made pos- 


sible the AR you know. 


We have attempted to give as broad a coverage of 
our field as is possible within the limitations of a bi- 
monthly 32 page publication. However, to enable us to 
show our appreciation of the encouraging acceptance 
which has provided such an auspicious beginning for our 
third year, we have stretched to 44 pages in this issue. 
Perhaps, if our supporters furnish the wherewithal through 
new subscriptions from their friends, we may find means 
to maintain a 40-page magazine. 


As heretofore, we will waste little of our precious 
space on the “flogging of dead horses.”’ As far as we are 
concerned, the gods are all dead. After all, they have 
never been anything but inadequate, hypothetical ex- 
planations of human existence. Endless discussion of them 
leads nowhere. 


The Bible we accept as a collection of the legendary 
history, the folklore, the poetry, the crude religious 
concepts and philosophical expressions accumulated dur- 
ing, perhaps, 1500 years of Jewish tribal and national 
life. Its various authors set forth the thinking of the 
primitive periods to which they were contemporary. The 
glamour with which clerics have invested it, like the Em- 
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peror's clothes, is completely illusory. Hence we consign 
it to its proper place—the research library for the literary 
“archeologists to evaluate together with the Dead Sea 
scrolls. 


With the pros and cons of Christian mythology, we 
are as little concerned as we are with the mythology sur- 
rounding the doings of the gods of Greece who frolicked 
on Mt. Olympus. Our faces are turned to the here and 
now and toward our tomorrows. 


It is our intention, more and more, to stress the dire 
need for organization and more organization among us 
if ever we are to be able to direct the course of human 
progress down the road to reality and enlightenment. 


These organizations must not be listless groups which 
merely get together on occasion to listen to some fellow 
dissenter who, more often than not, tells us things we 
already know and creates a situation wherein we can 
preen ourselves and let everybody know that we are oh! 
so thankful we are not as other men. 


We need organizations that are dynamic, that pro- 
vide stimulating programs for constructive adult educa- 
tion in effective use of the precious gift of life which is 
ours. Most important of all, they should provide facilities 
for developing a full understanding of the principles of 
free-thought in the minds of the children so that they 
may not be tempted to regress and be swallowed up in 
the great mass of slaves to an empty tradition. 


We need organizations wherein, in our together- 
ness, we can satisfy the emotional needs of the individual 
by instituting inspirational celebrations of the red letter 
events in his or her life cycle—birth, adolescence, mar- 
riage and death; each to be conducted in the joyous spirit 
of fellowship or in solemn dignity appropriate to the 
ocasion. 


We need to build the strength of our togetherness 
to make it possible for us to provide social services of 
various kinds for those of us whom the vicissitudes of 
life have confronted with problems we, ourselves, are 
unable to cope with—alone. 


We need the strength of our togetherness to break 
through ““The Great Wall of China’’ the censorious and 
highly organized idolators of tradition have erected il- 
legally to deny us our right to proclaim the gospel of the 
Fellowship of the Free. 


To all this and more we are dedicated and we 
call all Rationalists of whatever shade of opinion to 


ACTION and to SERVICE. 
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the pic on the cover 


Here, probably, is the greatest 
living philosopher of the English- 
speaking world, Bertrand (Earl) 
Russell, winner of the Nobel prize 
for literature, decorated by his 
Queen with the Order of Merit, 
master mathematician and Fellow 
of the Royal Society. With him 
we celebrate — we, our 2nd birth- 
day, he, his 86th. 

Although of extraordinary intel- 
lectual attainments, he does not 
take himself too seriously. His 
philosophical writings are simply 
presented and so inlaid with subtle 
humor and pungent Voltairian sat- 
ire that they leave a lasting im- 
pression on the reader. He speaks 
the language of the common man, 
leaving the ponderous to others. 

On the BBC program, “Brain 
Trust”, he was asked to con- 
jugate an irregular verb and he 
answered, “I am firm, you are ob- 
stinate, he is a pigheaded fool!’ 
Of the advantage of being a peer, 
he said it insured better treatment 
in jail. On receiving the Nobel 
prize, he declared he had contrib- 
uted nothing to literature and felt 
like an intellectual but plain-look- 
ing lady who had been warmly 
complimented on her beauty. 

John Stuart Mill, often called 
the “Saint of Rationalism”, was 
Russell’s godfather. Russell’s book, 
“The Practice and Theory of Bol- 
shevism”, written after visiting 
Russia in 1920, is one of the most 
devastating condemnations of Com- 
munism ever printed. After his 
1949 visit, the book was re-issued 
unchanged. 

Doubtless instigated by the Ro- 
man hierarchy, a New York house- 
wife in 1940 filed suit to prevent 
Russell from lecturing at City 
College. He was charged with be- 
ing lecherous, salacious, lustful, 
venerous, erotomaniac, aphrodisiac, 
untruthful, irreverent — narrow- 
minded, atheistic, and bereft of 
moral fiber. The Catholic mayor, 
La Guardia, could have had his 
Corporation Counsel refute these 
insults had he allowed him to ap- 
pear in court. Instead, La Guardia 


gave positive advice to non-Christian parents on the 
moral training of children. She argued that the social, or 
altruistic, impulses are the real source of morality, and 
that an ethic based on these impulses has far more claim 
on our allegiance than an ethic based on obedience to 
the commands of a God who supposedly created tape- 
worrns and cancer cells. She was anxious to combat the 
widespread feeling that the non-Christian attitude to life 
must inevitably be “‘purely negative,” and that any posi- 
tive belief is better than none at all. 

The broadcast created a storm. The Sunday Graphic 
called her ““The Unholy Mrs. Knight.” 

When she arrived at Broadcasting House for her 
second talk the reporters were so thick that it was thought 
advisable to smuggle her in by a side door, The news- 
papers ran headlines such as “Godless Radio Repeat 
Shocks Nation,” and “Keep This Woman Off the Air.” 
Many papers carried the talk in accurate reports. In- 
dignant clerics gave press interviews and phrases like 
“untrue and vicious propaganda’ and “‘Pernicious, ir- 
responsible” were the common words used. Mrs. Knight 
was the main topic of press interest in England and 
many other countries. Leading articles appeared on the 
subject and the letter columns to the news were full of 
pro and con comment. 

There follows a summary of a lecture by Dr. 
Margaret Knight before the South Place Ethical Society 
Sept. 25, 1955. Reprinted by permission of The Monthly 
Record and of the author. 


MORALS WITHOUT RELIGION 


by Margaret Knight, Ph.D. 


The terms “God” and “Religion” are used in a variety 
of senses today. Dr. Jung, for example, has recently said that 
“God is everything that happens to us against our will’, and 
Professor Coulson has defined religion as ‘the total response 
of man te all his environment”. So I had better make clear 
at the outset that I am not using the term “religion” in any 
private sense of my own, but in its primary sense of super- 
natural religion: by “morals without religion” I mean morals 
without supernatural sanctions. 

The belief in the necessity for such sanctions is, of course, 
widespread. Eminent persons repeatedly tell us that morals 
depend on religion, and that any decline in Christian belief must 
lead to a moral landslide, This claim, indeed, is now one of 
Christianity’s main lines of defence; for today the case for 
Christianity—at any rate, Protestant Christianity—is frequently 
argued on the grounds of utility rather than truth. It igs not 
suggested that the Christian dogmas are credible, but rather 
that any reference to their incredibility is in poor taste; that it 
is the duty of right-thinking people to endure a certain amount 
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of intellectual discomfort for the sake of their morals—or 
perhaps more often, for the sake of other people’s morals, 
and, especially, for the sake of the children. 

Those who claim that religious training reduces delinquency 
seldom feel it necessary to support their claim by evidence, 
and in fact such evidence as exists points the other way. In 
this country, for example, Roman Catholic children receive 
more religious training than the children of Protestants or 
agnostics; yet the Catholics are the most delinquent group in 
the population. The proportion of Catholics in the population 
as a whole is about 8 per cent. The proportion in boys’ Borstal 
institutions is about 23 per cent; the proportion in Holloway 
jail is about 26 per cent. In the army during the war, delin- 
quency rates among the Catholics were approximately twice 
as high as among non-Catholics. 

These figures must be interpreted with caution, since 
there are many factors involved; in this country, for example, 
a number of the delinquent Catholics come from impoverished 
Irish-immigrant stock. But it is significant that the same 
difference is found in other countries where this factor does 
not operate. Thus, in Holland, where everyone has to state 
his or her religion on the census form, the highest proportion 
of convicted criminals has for many years been found among 
the Catholics, and the lowest number among those who describe 
themselves as of “no religion’’. 

But of course there are other criteria of virtue than the 
ability to keep out of jail; and a more positive defence of the 
moral claims of Christianity was made by some of those who 
wrote to me after my broadcasts. They said, in effect, “Look 
at all that the Christians have done in the way of founding 
hospitals, orphanages, and other charitable institutions. What 
can the Humanists show to compare with that?” 

It is tempting to answer the question by another, “Look 
at all that the Christians have done in the way of burning, 
torturing and persecuting the people who disagreed with them. 
What can the Humanists show to compare with that ?”—but 
perhaps that is too much of a debating point. The question 
can receive a perfectly serious answer. Humanism is still a 
very young, a comparatively small, and a comparatively un- 
organised movement. It is not yet in a position to found in- 
stitutions, But individual Humanists have made immense con- 
tributions to human welfare in other ways. Such men and 
women as George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Andrew Car- 
negie, Pierre and Marie Curie, Freud and Einstein* — to say 
nothing of living Humanists—compare very favourably with 
Christians, both in the good they have done, and in the evil 
they have refrained from doing. 


If morality needs no religious sanction, what in fact are 
the mainsprings of moral action? On the Humanist view, 
they are man’s social, or altruistic, impulses. There is a cur- 
rent, and regrettable notion that these impulses are somehow 
less basic than the aggressive impulses; that the only really 
natural form of behaviour is selfish behaviour, and that any 
kind of co-operative, self-transcending behaviour is a remark- 
able phenomenon needing special explanation. But there is no 
ground for this view. As I said in my broadcast, we have both 
ego-impulses and social impulses, which may pull us in dif- 
ferent ways. But the social impulses are just as natural— 
they have just as much biological basis—as the ego-impulses. 
When a mother devotes herself to her baby, when parents 
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was persuaded not to challenge the 
forces of bigotry and to allow a 
Catholic judge to rule against Rus- 
sel by default. 

Russell’s book, “Why I Am Not 
a Christian”, tells the details of 
the above. AR Book Service has 
it, also ‘‘New Hope for a Chang- 
ing World’, one of the finest 
modern expositions of Freethought. 

Happy Birthday, Earl Russell! 
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make sacrifices for their children, when a young man spends 
his money on the girl he is in love with, they are all behaving 
perfectly naturally. And what is so obvious in these cases is 
also true in others. We are fond of our friends, as well as 
of our spouses and families; it is natural for us to be in- 
terested in their welfare, and to be willing, up to a point, 
to put ourselves about for them. As Professor Harding has 
said: ‘‘We are social beings, and we like other people .. . The 
The vast implications of this simple fact . . . have often been 
strangely neglected in discussion of moral behaviour.” 


If anyone is unconvinced, and thinks that social behaviour 
is never natural, but always the result of training, may I sug- 
gest that he should study the social behaviour of animals? 
Let him read some books like KGhler’s ‘“‘The ‘Mentality of Apes’, 
in which he will find striking accounts of the affectionate, 
co-operative, self-transcending behaviour which chimpanzees 
sometimes display. K6hler describes, for example, how apes 
showed concern and sympathy for others who were ill, or in 
pain;; how they shared food with their “friends’’, and inter- 
vened to protect them if they were being punished by the 
experimenter. So when my Christian friends tell me, as they 
sometimes do, that if it were not for their Christian convictions 
they would lead completely selfish lives, I am inclined to doubt 
their statement. If it came to the point they would have 
probably behave no worse than the apes! 


But it would be unrealistic to suppose that the social 
impulses alone are enough to keep us morally on the rails. 
They are constantly having to pull against the ego-impulses, 
and in a straight fight they would often prove too weak. 
Hence the need for moral codes, and for moral training. Moral 
training, I suggest, has a two-fold purpose: first, to foster the 
social impulses, and to encourage the development of warm- 
hearted and generous natures; and second, to instil habits and 








A few who attended the Congree in Paris of the World Union 
of Freethinkers, from left to right: Mme Lorulet, André Lorulet, 
Mile Lorulet, C. Bradlaugh Bonner, Mme Ferrer Vilar, daughter 
of Francisco Ferrer, Jean Cotereau, and Mme Courtois, 
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principles that will reinforce the social impulses, and make 
us behave kindly and justly when a good many of our spon- 
taneous impulses are pulling us the other way. 


It is in this field of moral principle and moral conflict that 
supernatural sanctions are often held to be necessary, but 
there is no ground for this view. When we are kind or just 
from principle rather than impulse, the incentive, surely, in 
most cases, is self-respect, and respect for public opinion. 
The desire to think well of ourselves, and to be liked, respected 
and be approved of by others, are among the strongest of 
human motives—far stronger than desire for divine approval, 
except in a few quite exceptional characters, Public opinion 
is a more powerful force than religion in determining conduct. 
Indeed, religious sanctions are really only effective when they 
have public opinion behind them; unbacked by public opinion, 
they have little compelling force, whereas public opinion un- 
backed by religion is immensely powerful, even in trivial 
matters. 


This does not mean, of course, that public opinion is al- 
ways right, and that virtue for the Humanist consists simply 
in going with the crowd. Sometimes the highest virtue is 
shown in defying public opinion. But this fact is quite con- 
sistent with the Humanist view that the ultimate criterion 
of the rightness or wrongness of an act is its effect on human 
well-being. If a Humanist defies public opinion, he is claim- 
ing, in effect, that in this case he is a better judge of what 
makes for human well-being than the community. It is a bold 
claim, and many of those who make it are cranks. But some 
are far-sighted pioneers and moral reformers; and some, such 
as those who defied the Nazi regime in Germany, are heroes. 


The eminent clerics who complacently said “We have 
heard all this before” are living in a fool’s paradise. Mrs. 
Knight cannot be brushed aside as easily as that. 


—New Statesman and Nation 


Those who share Mrs. Knight’s doubts about Christianity 
probably out-number those who do not in Great Britain at 
the present time, and include large numbers of our most highly 
respected and highly responsible citizens. 


—Church of England Newspaper 
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2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 


NEW YORK 
INGERSOLL FORUM meets second Fri- 
day of month, 8 p.m. at the Pythian, 
70th St., east of Broadway, New York 
City. 
LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, 20 
East 100th St., New York 29, N.Y. 
NEW YORK CZECH RATIONALISTS, 
Frank Hrbek, 4512 Liberty Ave., North 
Bergen, New Jersey. 
RATIONALIST PRESS ASS'N., New York 
Chapter; E, L. Gruber, Hon. Local Sec'y, 
162 West 86th St., N.Y. 24, N.Y. 


OHIO 
CLEVELAND CZECH’ RATIONALISTS, 
Ant. Belsan, 5149 Fowler, Cleveland 
7, Ohio. 


Contact: Chester M. Cadle, Box 5562, 
Cleveland 1, Ohio. 
OKLAHOMA 
Contact Joel Johnson, 5336 East 30th 
Place, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
OREGON 
Contact: Al Riehl, 3956 No. Longview 
Ave., Portland 12, Ore. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE, 5233 N. 
Fifth St., Philadelphia 20, Pa. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN STATES 
Contact: Richard O. Pitner, 1223 Vic- 
toria Way, Salt Lake City 16, Utah. 
SOUTHERN STATES 
Contact Ben W. Parnell, P.O, Box 893, 
Baton Rouge 1, La. 
TEXAS 
CONGREGATION OF CZECH RATION- 
ALISTS, 309% E. 29th St., Houston, 
Texas. 
Contact: Charles M. Albrecht, 202 E. 
May St., Yoakum, Tex. 


WASHINGTON 
Contact: Mrs. Alma Otto, P.O. Box 
183, Coupeville, Wash. 

WISCONSIN 


FREIE GEMEINDE, Jefferson Halil, 2617 
W. Fond du Lac Ave., Milwaukee 6, 
Wisconsin. 

JEFFERSON FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY, 
2618 West Fond du Lac Ave., Mil- 
waukee 6, Wisconsin. 


CANADA 
Freethinkers interested in forming a 
Canadian Rationalist Society, please 
write to: Organizing Committee ARF, 
2218 St. Lovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo., 
USA. 





66 quotus 


from the Freethought publications of the world 





from THE RADICAL HUMANIST (India): 

Man is essentially and potentially rational. At his present 
developed stage, man is comparatively more rational than ever 
before and is more virtuous than vicious. It is this preponder- 
ance of good over bad that makes life possible on this earth. 
The march from savagery to civilization — which is the 
characteristic feature of human life, which is also an endless 
process, denotes nothing but the essential rationality of the 
homo sapien. 


from PROGRESSIVE WORLD: 

There is room for variety and variety enriches the whole, 
gives promise of survival under nature’s selective processes, 
gives hope of better things, Where everybody thinks alike, no- 
body is doing much thinking. 


from THE RIPSAW: 

We who are not afflicted with an obligation to accept as 
facts anything that is not supported by evidence know we can 
be happy and contented without a mythical crutch. 


from THE FREETHINKER: 

The principal advantage of the Invisible is that so long 
as it cannot be seen, its presence cannot be denied. No sceptic, 
however skilled, can poke his shooting-stick through the rails 
and give a reflective prod to nothing. A religion may make 
rational forays and expeditions on a tremendous scale, but 
it must always be able to withdraw to an interior castle 
on a desert island, and pull the ladder up. 












"HANDS THAT HELP 
ARE BETTER THAN 
LIPS THAT PRAY ” 


-.. 46 Ingerso:! 


beh 
Here in Sarasota I’m doing all I can to make popular the 
great name of Ingersoll. On Sundays, I parade my car with 
the sign in front of several churches, especially the Catholic. 
Once I heard a man in front of the Catholic church saying: 
“Here comes the crazy guy.” 

Best luck to you in your effort to try to liberate man’s 
mind from superstition. J. Reyes Martin 
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‘SALUTE FROM BRITAIN’ 


OUR 2nd ANNIVERSARY 
Our gifted, dynamic and tireless Foreign Correspondent, 
DAVE SHIPPER 


Writes as follows: 


“Our readers may be interested to know that 
I recently sent AR samples to many of Britain’s 
leading Rationalists who responded with the fol- 
lowing greetings— messages presented here in 
the order in which they were received:” 


LORD CHORLEY—“I am very glad to send a 
message of greetings and good wishes to “The 
American Rationalist” on its 2nd Birthday. May 
it grow from strength to strength, There has 
been a strong, valuable strain of Rationalism in 
America starting from the time of Franklin and, 
at no time has it been so important to strength- 
en this as at the present crisis in world affairs. 
“The AR” is making a fine contribution and de- 
serves every encouragement in its work.” (Lord 
Chorley, one of the few Rationalist voices in the 
House of Lords, was elected an Honorary Asso- 


ciate of the Rationalist Press Association in 
1951.) 


HECTOR HAWTON—“On behalf of the Board 
of Directors of THE RATIONALIST PRESS 
ASSOCIATION, I should like to congratulate the 
“AR” on its 2nd Birthday. We are delighted to 
know that the fight against superstition and the 
forces of irrationalism is being maintained. We 
realize only too well the difficulties of running a 
freethought journal in the face of organized op- 
position and vested interests, and we are well 
able to appreciate what you have achieved. We 
hope that this will prove to be the beginning of 
a significant counter-attack against the fashion- 
able obscurantism which will gradually be seen 
as an anachronistic survival 


in the scientific 
age.”’ 


(Mr. Hawton is Managing Director of the 
R. P. A., Editor of “THE HUMANIST” carry- 
ing his two refreshing pages, “Personally Speak- 
ing” each month and he is author of the fine 
“Thinkers Handbook,” the “Feast of Unreason,” 
etc.) 


PROF, JULIUS BRONOWSKI—“I am sorry 
that my heavy working schedule makes it im- 
possible for me to contribute to the “AR.” My 
best wishes for its success.” (Prof. Bronowski 
is Director of Research for the British National 
Coal Board. He lectured to the London IHEU 
Congress on “Science and Responsibility,” recent- 
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ly wrote the book, “Science and Human Values” 
and frequently appears on the BBC Television 
“Brain Trust”.) 


BERTRAND RUSSELL (The Ear! Russell, O. 
M., F. R. S.)—“‘All best wishes for a successful 
career for “The AR.” I hope it will have a wide 
influence upon opinion in the United States and 
continue to prosper in its useful work.” (Earl 
Russell is President of the Rationalist Press 
Assn., was President D’Honneur at the last 
World Union of Freethinkers Conference in Paris 
and is a Nobel Prize Winner.) 

A second appeal for an article for the May 
issue of “AR” brought the following: 

“Dear Dave, 

Thank you for your very persuasive letter of 
March ist. But, alas, it is quite impossible for 
me to yield to your plea as I am completely over- 
whelmed by work in the anti-Hbomb campaign. 
I am much gratified that “The American Ra- 
tionalist” plans to put my picture on the cover 
in May in which month I shall be 86. 

Yours sincerely, 
Bertrand Russell.” 


PROF. SIR JULIAN HUXLEY, F.R.S.—“I am 
glad to send THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
my best wishes in its work for Humanism.” 
(Prof. Huxley was knighted in the 1958 New 
Year Honours List, A Vice-president of the 
R.P.A., he was also Vice-president of the London 
[HEU Congress.) 


MARGARET KNIGHT—“I read “The Ameri- 
can Rationalist’”’ with interest and enjoyment. I 
wish it every success in its campaign for a 
philosophy of life that is in keeping with 20th 
Century knowledge.” (Dr. Knight, a National 
Secular Society member, caused a great furore 
when she gave three talks on “Morals Without 
Reliigion” over the BBC network. She also 
wrote a book of that title and is one of the 
British Rationalist Movement’s greatest assets.) 


H. J. BLACKHAM—“Christian critics love to 
say that the confidence of the 18th century 
Humanists that the spread of enlightenment 
would result in general human progress was 


shallow optimism which by now has been once 
and for all discredited. On the contrary ‘t is shal- 
low thinking not to recognize that the advance 
of science is itself human advance, since increas- 
ing knowledge increases human responsibilities, 
powers and possibilities whatever use is actually 
made of it and thereby continuously raises the 
plane of human living. It is the task and the 
duty of Rationalists not only to help to promote 
the growth and spread of science and its ap- 
plications to human welfare but also to con- 
sider its bearings on all questions to which sci- 
ence is not competent to return a direct and 
conclusive answer—dquestions of conduct, of ends, 
and final questions about Man, These are the 
questions to which the traditional answers are 
certainly inadequate and to which science is 
immensely relevant, although it cannot tell us 
in so many words what decisions to take nor 
what opinions to hold. Rationalist journals and 
publications have a special field in bringing home 
to the public the bearing of the sciences on 
questions of conduct, of policy and of specula- 
tions. It is a field of the highest importance be- 
cause science is liable to get left out; and that 
is why I rejoice in the existence and prospects 
of “The AR’.” (Mr. Blackman who was Guest 
of Honour at the National Secular Society’s Din- 
ner-Dance in 1957, is also Editor of “The Plain 
View,” a writer of repute and one of the busiest 
lecturers in Britain.) 


J. HUTTON HYND—“It is always a pleasure 
to send greetings to St. Louis, Missouri, where 
I spent 17 happy years as the Leader of the 
Ethical Society there; where I made so many real 
friendships among Rationalists of many sorts— 
left, left of center, right, right of center, and so 
on—in the Ethical Society, the Rationalist So- 
ciety and in other groups. I am particularly 
pleased to send cordial congratulations to ‘“‘The 
American Rationalist” on the occasion of its sec- 
ond birthday. The “AR” makes its own special 
appeal to Rationalists to the right of center and 
to the left of it, “a Magazine for the Entire Ra- 
tionalist Movement”—with a touch of dignity 
here and a poke of fun there; and all to a serious 
purpose as being “eternally hostile to all forms 
of tyranny over the minds of men.” It was a 
special delight to meet the Editor, Mr. Arthur 
B. Hewson, at the Congress of the IHEU in 
London last summer; to him and to his staff, 
felicitations and every good wish.’ (Mr, Hynd is 
now the genial and very efficient Secretary of 
South Place Ethical Society and a director of 
the many educational and social activities in 
their fine Conway Hall (London) where last 
year’s IHEU Congress was held.) 


LORD RAGLAN—‘“Thank you for the copy 
of “AR.” I hope to send them a contribution 


sometime but have not yet been able to think 
of anything suitable. Will you please, however, 
send them my congratulations on a brightly 
written and attractively produced magazine.” 
(Lord Raglan has been long a member of the 
Rationalist Press Ass’n. and a distinguished con- 
tributor to its publications.) 


F. A. RIDLEY—‘Heartiest congratulations on 
your auspicious anniversary, May your Federa- 
tion and your magazine expand the immortal 
principles enunciated by those great Rational- 
ists, Thomas Jefferson and Thomas Paine, and 
laid down in the Declaration of Independence, so 
unworthily denigrated by reactionary forces in 
recent years. The rights of freedom of thought 
and expression are perhaps the greatest of these 
principles, and I wish you every success in 
propagating them.”’ (Mr, Ridley is President of 
the National Secular Society and an Executive 
Committee member of the World Union of Free- 
thinkers. He is a prolific writer with an amaz- 
ing memory. He already has contributed over 
500 articles to “The Freethinker”’ and has written 
several books and pamphlets while contributing 
a current political affairs feature to a weekly 
newspaper. ) 


COLIN McCALL—‘“News of the formation of 
the American Rationalist Federation and the pub- 
lishing of “The AR” was very happily received 
by The NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY. Our 
pleasure has increased as we have watched you 
grow in strength and influence, and on this no- 
table occasion we send you warm fraternal greet- 
ings.” (Mr. McCall is General Secretary of the 
NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY and Ass’t 
Sec’y of the World Union of Freethinkers. He is 
a regular contributor to—and a member of the 
Editorial Board of—“THE FREETHINKER.” 
He was tele-recorded to give atheists a voice in 
a TV program, paid a fee, but cut out at the 
last moment. He was thus the first N. S. S. 
member to (nearly!) give his views on TV.) 


DAVE SHIPPER—‘“As official contact man 
for the N. S. S., Sec’y of the Welsh Freethinkers 
and Vice-Chairman of the Cardiff Humanist 
Group, I should like to offer Birthday greetings 
on behalf of our members—and MANY HAPPY 
RETURNS! Speaking personally, it is a pleasure 
to collaborate with enthusiasts like Arthur B. 
Hewson, Walter Hoops and Eldon Scholl—not 
forgetting the rest of this industrious team—in 
producing AR and furthering international 
friendship between freethinkers. We are sepa- 
rated by an ocean—geographically—but certain- 
ly not philosophically.” (Mr. Shipper also is our 
highly esteemed Foreign Correspondent.) 
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OUR AMBASSADOR REPORTS 


by Paul Puvrez 


Last Summer, I visited France, Belgium and Germany and 
met their most active Freethinkers, Time did not permit a 
survey of all activities but, when I mentioned the American 
Rationalist magazine and the American Rationalist Federation, 
this opened all doors. Our European friends are very much 
interested in the goings on here and are anxious for closer 
relations. With great enthusiasm, they gave me much informa- 
tion which I summarize here for AR readers. 


A Visit With Europe's Freethinkers 


I first visited the Ligue Francaise de 1l’Enseignement 
(French Educational League), housed in a huge, impressive 
building at 3 rue Recamier in the 7th arondissement (District) 
near the Quartier Latin. (See photo bottom p. 19) 

The building’s size is explained by the many services it 
accommodates and yet still a second building of three floors 
recently has had to be purchased. I was received here by 
Mr. Jenger, in charge of international relations. He first 
pointed out that the League was by no means a Rationalist 
or Freethought organization but rather a “laique” one. The 
best approximation for this, perhaps, is “secular” although this 
word does not clearly signify the full and scrupulous respect 
for the liberty to choose what one wishes to believe or not 
to believe. This point is important to understand fully what 
the League stands for. 

The same bill that made education compulsory in France 
made it secular. However, such a situation would not last 
long without the vigilance of those citizens such as Free- 
thinkers, Rationalists and many Protestants who wish to keep 
the schools free of all religious tendency; together with minor- 
ities including Jews, Moslems, etc., and even the less active 
among the Catholics , . . those that recall the religious wars 
of their country’s history. 

The League’s aims are two-fold. First, it asserts and 
defends the secular character of the State school. Second, in 
after-school activities the League endeavors to supplement 
the school. Therefore, debates devoted to problems in the 
spheres of education and culture of great popular interest 
are organized during each year. Reports devoted to the study 
of such problems are at the disposal of teachers. 

The League is part of the Confederation General des Oeuv- 
res Laiques (General Confederation of the Laic Organizations) 
made up of like groups representing each “department” of 
France, which in turn are made up of the local “Amicale 
Laique originating from a group of people — friends of the 
school, parents and older boys and girls — built up around 
the loca] school to provide both the moral and material com- 
munity support. They promote various activities such as 
sports, cinema, amateur dramatics, singing, travel and lectures. 
Every activity comes under the title of civic and laic train- 
ing and stimulates diversity of opinion and beliefs entirely 
apart from denominations and dogmas. 

There are 28,000 local associations grouped in 90 federations 
representing the “departments” of metropolitan France, plus 
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CONSTRUCTIVE RATIONALISM 


No matter how strong a ration- 
alist one may be, unless he does 
something to promote Rationalism, 
he is a negative factor, Such neg- 
ative factors can cause the loss of 
freedom to be Rationalists. There 
is no Freethought in Spain, Portu- 
gal, Ireland, Columbia, most of 
South and Central America, Cuba, 
Haiti, Dominican Republic, none in 
all Moslem controlled Arab states, 
Russia (by freethought, we mean 
the right to express criticism of all 
issues). One of the best ways to 
encourage Rationalism is to give 
your friends, relatives and others 
the book SUPERIOR MEN, by 
James Hervey Johnson, 192 pages 
of dynamic incontrovertible facts 
against superstition. SPECIAL 3 
for $1.00. 


FREE: 4 page folder, Religious 
Brain Stuffing, by James Hervey 
Johnson—an exposé of the manu- 
facture of slave-thinkers. Send 
stamp. 


FREE: List of Atheist, of free- 
thought, anti-Catholic, history, oc- 
cult, scientific, great writers, and 
other books. Send stamp. 


SUPERIOR BOOKS, Dept. AR, 
Box 2832, San Diego 12, Calif. 
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ANTI-CATHOLIC? 


The Rev. C. Stanley Lowell, as- 
sociate director of POAU, replied 
to the “ill-tempered” attack on 
Bishop Oxnam by the Roman Cath- 
olic Standard: 

“It is not anti-Catholic to stress 
the fact that the Roman Catholic 
Church coes not believe in religious 
liberty. 

“As for other countries, the 
Roman Catholic record on religious 
liberty is dismal indeed. In Cathol- 
ic Spain the only Protestant sem- 
inary remains closed. Protestants 
are not permitted to operate any 
schools or orphanages. In Catholic 
Colombia Protestants are not per- 
mitted to operate schols in three- 
fourths of the territory. More than 
50 churches have been demolished 
and scores more have been closed. 
In Italy there are serious limita- 
tions on freedom of worship for 
Protestants. 

“On the facts of the case, Bishop 
Oxnam was well justified in stress- 
ing the importance of a School of 
International Service where relig- 
ious liberty would receive full rec- 
ognition and respect.” 





CONGRATULATIONS 


to the 
AMERICAN RATIONALIST 


on its third year of publication 


LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM 


(Publishers, new monthly freethought 
paper, The Bulletin Board) 


e@ ARF'S GOAL: A Freethought 
NewsWEEKLY. 

e LRF'S NEED: Rational ‘‘Angels'’ — 
1,000 with $10; 5,000 with $2; 
10,000 with $1... for one year's 
subscription to The Bulletin Board. 


BE AN ANGEL 

Help LRF publish a WEEKLY free- 
thought journal, first in the United 
States, (FREE to RA's contributing $10: 
copy of Tom Paine: Freedom's Apostle, 
new 214-page book by Dr. Leo Gurko, 
Prof. at Hunter College, NY. Regular 
price $2.75). Mail checks to: 


LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, 
20 E. 100 St., N.Y. 29, N.Y. 














fifteen federations in overseas “departments” and territories. 
There are two and a half million supporters and the budget 
is several billion francs. Seventeen national associations are 
also grouped in the League such as the Laic Youth Hostel 
Movement, the Independent Boy Scouts. Then there are 
specialized sections such as the French Union of Laic Organiza- 
tions for Physical Education (sports section), the holiday 
section, center for public reading, cultural travel, social section, 
a service and commission for feminine action, and an informa- 
tion service, etc. 


The League issues a monthly bulletin “L’Action Laique” 
and several periodicals of its sections, All these activities of 
the League are related to education but recently the League 
extended its preoccupation to the field of social security. In 
1955 it nominated candidates to the Councils of the National 
Organization for Social Security and succeeded in having many 
of them elected against the nominees of the Church groups. 


My guide, Mr. Jenger, left me quite impressed by the ac- 
complishments of that big organization and also by the spirit 
that animates all divisions of the League. True to the famous 
Declaration of Human Rights of 1789, the League prevents 
any attempt, direct or indirect, to make of the school a means 
to shape minds. For here, the school is not at the service of 
a party, an opinion or an interest, but only at the service of 
Liberty. Its mission is to prepare men able to choose between 
opinions and parties and, while claiming for themselves liberty 
of choice, also recognizing the same liberty for others. The 
League has the support of a wide body of opinion not restricted 
to Freethinkers and Rationalists. I wanted to know something 
about these last categories and I could find no better guide 
than Mr. Jean Cotereau, a former student of the Ecole Poly- 
technique and now in charge of coordinating missions for the 
Conseil Superieur de la Recherche Scientifique (Superior Board 








= 





(Left to right) Boyd Womack, Eldon Scholl, Arthur Hewson, 
Victor Cejka in front of printing plant producing American 
Rationalist. 
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for Scientific Research) itself a branch of the Office of the 
Prime Ministre. (See photo page 17) 

Mr, Cotereau is president and founder of the Federation 
Humaniste Francaise which issues a bulletin “Humanisme.” 

The group La Libre Pensee Francaise (French Freethought 
Movement) which is affiliated with a larger federation, the 
Federation Nationale des Libre-Penseuers de France et de 
l'Union Francaise, is more of the combative type. It fights 
clericalism and also religion where it is a factor of immobilism 
and reaction. The secretary general is Mr. Andre Lorulot. 
It issues a paper “La Raison.” 

The Cercle Ernest Renan is more of the intellectual type, 
mainly devoted to the study of the history of religions and 
particularly of the origins of Christianism. It issues two pub- 
lications, the Cahiers and the Bulletin. 

The Grand Orient de France is a masonic order and carries 
much of its activities in the shadow with serious influence 
during certain periods of French history. Several prominent 
people do not hide their membership. 

There are groups whose activity 
magazine such as l’Idee Libre 
Homme (Defense of Man). 

French Freethinkers strongly believe that diversity of 
ways of thinking is far from being an evil but a blessing that 
should be desired and that it should never be an obstacle to 
human fraternity. It is not surprising then that trying to 
record so many different opinions in a short article is not an 
easy task. 


is mainly to 
(Free Idea) 


issue a 
and Defense de 


I come now to the Union Rationaliste de France at 24 rue 
des Grands Augustins, Paris, where I was received by two 
of the most influential men, Ernest Kahane, professor of Bio- 
logical Chemistry at the University of Montpellier who is 
Secretary General of the Union, and Victor Daumer, the 
Secretary. We had a free discussion of the situation of Free- 
thought in France and abroad. 


France is a country of solid tradition. In the middle class 
it often takes the form of cheap anticlericalism, the one which 
consists in meeting to eat sausage on Good Friday. It still 
exists as a remnant of the past. This is only a small part of 
the picture. A stronger aspect is to consider the fight against 
the very spirit of religion, rather than the mischievousness of 
clerics, The Union Rationaliste was created with the objective 
of fighting all forms of obscurantism and to propagate scientific 
knowledge. Prominent scientists, poets, historians, biologists, 
philosophers, artists and teachers belong. Many of their lec- 
tures have been broadcast and sections have been created in 
North Africa and abroad. They also have published many 
books. Activity and membership is on the increase. Every 
Sunday the French radio gives a program “Aspects of Con- 
temporary Thought”, provided by the Union Rationaliste, the 
Libre Pensee and the Grand Orient de France. Declaring ones- 
self atheist or agnostic in France does not mean a risk of 
economic reprisals. 

The longest stay was in Belgium where I met many Free- 
thinker friends, not all equally active in the movements: 
Mademoiselle Palmyre Pardon, editor of La Pensée, Louis Court- 
ois, National Treasurer of the Federation of Free-Thinkers 
Societies, and Léonce Mardens, President of the Union Ration- 
aliste. Having the same language makes for close collaboration 
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May I say how much I enjoy 
reading the American Rationalist. 
It is refreshing and thought-pro- 
voking and one of the few fair, 
sane publications in an age of 
superstition and war-mongering. 

Malcolm G. Clarke, 
Northern Rhodesia. 


Just received copy of March AR. 
Very fine article, “Missiles and 
Mythology”. Very generous of you 
to mention my name at close of 
article. Frank C. Nickerson, 

Dallas, Tex. 
ie * * 

The Lousiana POAU (of which 
I am a charter member) has stim- 
ulated local citizens to protests 
which have resulted in stopping 
the teaching of the Catholic cate- 
chism in seventeen public schools 
of south Louisiana. At least that 
many more schools are still teach- 
ing it, and our campaign proceeds. 

Ben Parnell, 
Lousiana. 
* * 

Thanks to our friends of the 

American Rationalist Magazine for 


reprinting our radio talk on — 
“Catching Up With Science in 
their January issue. 


James F. Hornback, 
Leader, St. Louis Ethical Society. 


Through the agency of N.S:S. 
colleague Dave Shipper, I have 
just seen my first copy of your 
splendid and progressive journal, 
Vol, 2, Jan ’58; No. 5. May I 


compliment the producers of the 
“A.R.” on the magazine’s attrac- 
tive format, and on the variety 
and readability of its contents? 
With the exception of “The Hu- 
manist”, organ of the R.P.A., the 
radical - freethought journals on 


this side of the Atlantic are very 
stodgy, unenterprizing and con- 
servative in their general make- 
up. The “A.R.” thus provides a 
refreshing advance in “R” jour- 
nalism. Howard Hunter 

Essex, England 

* * * 

May I say how much I enjoy 
reading AR which I get from the 
North London Branch of the Na- 
tional Secular Society of which I 
am a member. G. J. Blake 

England 
* * * 

I cannot tell you how much we 
enjoyed your excellent editorial, 
“What is Rationalism” — It gave 
us answers to many of the ques- 
tions we posed, Thank you. 

Sonya Biersted 
Pa. 
a. & -«* 

Concerning the American Ration- 
alist I would like to add to a pre- 
vious statement of mine that it is 
unique in its field and in step with 
the trend of time, that as to ap- 
pearance, make-up and content it 
has mass appeal. 

Otto Meine, 
* * » 

Your editorial in the 1957 July 
issue refers to the fact that we 
must rear our children and youth 
to the full understanding of es- 
tablishing a kind of world that 
rests on themselves alone, That 
we must organize against the 
steady, unrelenting outreach for 
political power of the enemies of 
religious freedom. It was a splen- 
did call to action. 

We must establish Sunday schools 
orsimilar centers for the training 
of our youth. We cannot sit idly 
by to be engulfed by clerical 
tyranny. Harold C. Clausen 

Penna. 


Wis. 


* * * 


I have read and re-read the 
March issue of the AMERICAN 
RATIONALIST ... to my way 
of thinking it is the best, all in 
all, of all like publications. I can 
only add that I would like to see 
some of Governor Olson's articles 
in your columns. 

Arthur L. McKenney, 
Missouri 


with France. Half of the Belgians are Flemish but French is 
their second language. 

In Belgium there is a public, or official educational system 
which is “laique” but the Constitution allows public funds 
to be used for nonofficial, or “free” education. Our friends 
benefit from this system since it permits them to have their 
“free” University in Brussels which has adopted “le libre- 
Examen” (Free Inquiry) as its principle. But by far the main 
beneficiary is the Catholic Church. Billions of francs ($1 equals 
50 fr.) of public funds go to the Church institutions and 
related activities. A party, composed of former pupils of these 
institutions sees to it that the subsidies always increase. The 
opposition are the Liberals and the Socialists. There is a con- 
tinuous fight for schools. The government, which is Liberal- 
Socialist, has taken measures to ensure that official schools 
exist in places where the Catholics had neglected to establish 
primary schools thus forcing children to attend “free’’ schools 
as they are the only available schools. The Cardinal (and 
Archbishop) Mr, Van Roey leads the church and unofficially, 
the party. He gave a mandate that a vote for parties other 
than his own was a sin! 

The World Union of Freethinkers has its seat in Brussels 
and held its 64th national convention last June in Tilff. It 
demanded abolition of religious oaths in justice, abolition of 
the obligation of troops to present arms to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, facilitation of cremation and improvements in the fields 
of education where the government (although anticlerical) was 
deemed to be too slow such as the right to choose laique morals 
rather than Religion, the selection of students of official 
schools rather than catholics as teachers in official schools. 
and a demand for better equipped official schools. Belgian radio 
and television have programs of laique philosophy and morals 
in both languages. 


In Germany I visited Herr Hubert Freistiihler who is 
editor of Der Freidenker, official organ of the German Feder- 
ation of Free-thinkers. He told me how the association was 
founded in 1905 and abolished by the Nazis in 1933 when the 
estate amounted to five million marks of which 800,000 were 
taken to the United States and frozen while the remaining 
4,200,000 marks are held by the Adenauer Government. The 
Federation has five branches with a total of 8,000 members. 
As in France and Belgium, the main fight here is in education. 
There are two systems, both official. One is confessional, 
Catholic or Evangelic, and the other is called “public,” but it 
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The Executive Committee of the 


CZECHOSLOVAK RATIONALIST FEDERATION 
of AMERICA 


PREP LO 


congratulates the 


AMERICAN RATIONALIST 


in giving the American Rationalist Movement the best 
in literature, true fellowship, and understanding. May 
you enjoy many, many happy birthdays, yet to come. .. 


JOHN KONVALINKA, V. MINIBERGER, 
President Secretary 
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teaches religion as an ordinary subject. Freethinkers want to 
to change it to a supplementary subject because the teachers | NEW PAMPHLET ! 
give such good marks Uat exempted children are definitely What Does Freedom 


handicapped. of Religion Mean ? 

The Federation organizes youth days and holds a ceremony by SONJA BIERSTED 
replacing Christian confirmation taking place in a theatre with 25¢ (15 pages) 
music, speeches, recitation, etc. and each child receives a book. R.D. 2, Box 421, Birdsboro, Pa. 





The youth group is called “Falken,” a kind of scouts group. 
Our German friends often consider that a true Freethinker 
is also an atheist and a Socialist although that last term does 
not necessarily mean a member of the SocialDemocratic 








Read the LIBERAL 


: : A 24 page monthly journal of the 
Party. They have reasons to suspect the deists. The Frei- Friendship Liberal League, devoted to 
religidse Gemeinde (Community of Free Religious), the Unit- freethought, rationalism and topics of 
arian and other groups often include people like Dr. Herbert general interest to freethinkers. 
Bohme, the poet of nazism and many others who fought the rey - ee of the Amer- 
; ; ; . ican otionals eration. 

Freethinkers during the Hitler era. SUBSCRIPTION $1.00 PER YEAR, 

In Dortmund I went to see Herr Erwin Munchow, a re- FOREIGN, $1.25 
tired teacher and chairman of a local group, spending hours FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE, Inc. 
discussing the problems facing Germany and the future of Free- 5526 Westford Rd. 
thought. He showed me the city and especially the Youth Philadelphia 20, Pa. 





Center which belongs to the city but is rented for a token fee 
to youth organizations. (See photos on p. 19 and p. 31) 





Helmstedt is a small town of Niedersachsen where the The Oldest Freethought Journal 
Autobahn to Berlin enters East Germany. I spent an evening in the World 
with Herr Hans Bergmann, president of the Freidenker of the 

‘ _rrecret dy ee tnt THE FREETHINKER 
region. He was very suspicious at first and invited me to enter 


only when he knew that I had good references, Later he 
apologized, explaining that at a few feet from the border 
it was not safe to open doors to anyone. Even 12 years after 
the war the atmosphere is not yet one of peace. 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY. IN LONDON 
Celebrated its 75th anniversary re- 
cently and still attacks superstition 


with youthful vigor and intelligence. 
In Wolfenbiittel I met the president of the branch of the 


Feijeration for Neidersachsen, Herr Wilhelm Dé6rge, where Subscription $4.25 
Fraulein Barbel Dérge led me everywhere. All the houses were @ yeor for 52 issues. 


poe in oo aie and oe te a we car ra Sy te pa The American Rationalist 
still hold together—an ow many books they have! After that - ‘ 

I went further South to the Harz district, living in the Hostels siatsadleiidannesihetnelaeadininatieabet 
of the Naturfreunden and riding my bicycle or walking across 
the mountains with fellow guests, A bed costs 17 cents and 
meals do not amount to one dollar per day. Sleeping in dor- 
mitories is a good way to talk to simple people and to students. 
They are charming and show a vivid interest to everything 
you tell about America. They earn enough money for a decent 3 
living but telephones and automobiles are a luxury. Although to the 
the Naturfreunden hostels are frequented mostly by Free- , 
thinkers you can hear some echoes of the old German nation- 


alism. It is difficult for the young people to have to accept AMERICAN 


the division of their country, particularly for those who were $ 
born in families previously living in the lost: provinces of RATIONALIST 
East Prussia, Silesia, etc. Their parents are fed up with wars 3 

but their children do not understand why they should not one 
day return to lands they’ think belong to them. For all their 
activity we must face the fact that our German®friends are 
still a small minority. At a recent poll 3.2 percent of the West- 3 ° 
Germans have answered that they were either Freethinkers ; Czech-American 
or “Freireligiése.”” The fact that only 42 percent of questioned 
persons answered “yes” to the question as to whether they 
believed in an after-life shows the Freethinkers have not the 
influence they should normally have on their fellow citizens. 
But they are determined to increase their influence and we 
should understand. that they need help. 
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THE WIDE, WIDE 
MOVEMENT 


All organizations are urged to 
send in their news, programs, ac- 
tivities, elections, socials, past or 
future, and pictures of meetings, 
officers or members, or anything 
of interest to Rationalists. 














FRANK C. HUGHES, that long-time fighter 
for Freethought, and “Pope of the Badlands”, 
was invited to speak cn Radio Station WDGY, 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, for two hours. He ap- 
peared on the NIGHT BEAT program, George 
Rice, Manager. The radio audience telephoned 
questions and Mr. Hughes answered them during 
the program. During the two hours he read many 
Bible quotations listed in his pamphlet “Pass Key 
to the Scripture and told the radio audience that 
Jesus was only a myth. He quoted, for instance, 
from Leviticus 26:29 ,Deuteronomy 27:23 and 
I Corinthians 7:29. He gave statistics on the 
population of the Minnesota penitentiary showing 
it is nearly 100% Christian with a close race be- 
twee Catholics and Lutherans for first place. 


The LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
in New York City came out with a new, local 
publication in concise, mimeograph form. Called 
THE BULLETIN BOARD, it cuts things down 
by using a great many abbreviations. It is cer- 
tainly to the point and doesn’t waste words. The 
League’s Thomas Paine dinner was held in Paine’s 
Greenwich Village home where he once lived. 


The FREETHINKERS OF AMERICA held a 
meeting in New York City at Steinway Hall on 
May 18th. In January a Thomas Paine memorial 
banquet was held in Miami at which Bertrand 
Russell was announced as winner of award for 
the author who made the most valuable contri- 
bution to Freethought in 1957. In February 
Joseph Lewis spoke over radio station WAHR in 
Miami, interviewed by Sam Gyson concerning 
Oral Robert’s “shenanigans.” Lewis also ap- 
peared on Miami’s Channel 7 in a TV program 
of Bill Shadel’s newscast, Lewis has detectives 
watching Robert’s “faith healing” meetings for 
possible law violations of medical practices. 


The THOMAS PAINE FOUNDATION an- 
nounced the winners of the seventh essay contest 
open to college students. Savings bonds went 
to five students, three girls and two boys. 


For the second time, Ludwig Alt, Secretary 
of the FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE, was 
interviewed on the Frank Ford show over WPEN 


in Philadelphia, for 26 minutes. As a result many 
people visited the Thomas Paine. Center. 


The 1958 annual convention of the American 
Rationalist Federation will be held August 23 
and 24 at the home of the Freie Gemeinde in 
Milwaukee, For further information write the 
ARF headquarters at 2218 St. Louis Ave., St. 
Louis 6, Mo. 


With over 65 at one meeting and new members 
joining up, the FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY OF 
THE NORTH SIDE OF CHICAGO is making 
progress. 


In Chicago, the PIONEERS OF INDEPEND- 
ENT THOUGHT have been distributing AR 
magazines and finding Freethinkers in other 
groups. Several members go to meetings of the 
Tunis Forum, The Social Forum, Lakeshore 
Speakers Club, the College of Complexes, Tech- 
nocracy classes, American Forum and the Hold- 
ridge group. Attendance at these have been in- 
creasing as unemployment increases. 


The Czech Rationalists, after many years of 
broadcasting every Sunday morning lost their 
radio program but hope to find another station 
that will take the program. 


Lectures at the RATIONALIST PRESS ASS’N 
in New York City included Prof. Paul Bdwards, 
Philosophy Department, New York University on 
Clarence Darrow, American Heretic, and Prof. 
Arthur Beiser, Physics Dept., New York Uni- 
versity, on the subject What Can We Learn from 
Artificial Satellites. The organization’s pub- 





M. Jean Cotereau 
(See page 14) 
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lication The Rationalist Reporter offers a prize 
of a one year membership-subscription to the 
RPA and the local chapter plus a copy of the 
new edition of J. D. Bernal’s monumental study 
Science in History for the best essay of not more 
than 500 words on the subject Rationalism in 
the United States—Its Future and its Respons- 
ibilities. Deadline is September 15, 1958. Send 
manuscript to RPA, 162 West 86th St., N.Y. 24, 
N.Y. 


The RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF ST. LOUIS 
has announced the re-recordings of lectures given 
before that organization may be borrowed by 
anyone with 3% inch speed recorders. A list of 
20 lectures is available to organizations or in- 
dividuals. The Society in its annual meeting 
elected a woman as Chairman of the group. Era 
Hunter became the first woman chairman and 
the organization celebrated the beginning of 
its eleventh year, 


The AGE OF REASON magazine announced 
that a tape recording of Joseph Lewis’ radio ad- 
dress Oral Wickedness is available to members 
wishing to borrow it, and other lectures by 
Lewis. 


The Adult Education Council of Greater Chi- 
cago, which held celebrations for George Bernard 
Shaw and Clarence Darrow, has chosen for the 
1958 celebration Oliver Wendell Holmes, Justice 
of the Supreme Court from 1902 to 1935. Honor- 
ary Chairman is Carl Sandburg. 


Frederick May Eliot, president of the American 
Unitarian Association since 1937 died of a heart 
attack at the age of 68. 


At a ceremony in Paris in January, BERTRAND 
RUSSELL received the Kalinga Prize ($2,800), 
an annual] award made by UNESCO for popular- 
izing science. The prize, donated by India, was 
formally presented to Earl Russell by the Di- 
rector-General of UNESCO. 


World-famed Rationalist JULIAN HUXLEY, 
Vice-President of the RPA, was knighted in the 
British New Year Honours List. He is now Sir 
Julian Huxley. 


While there has been a strong humanist move- 
ment at Cambridge and other universities none 
had existed in that center of the Church of 
England, Oxford, until this year when a new 
group was organized to spread humanism and 
Rationalism. The Oxford University Humanist 
Group opened with an address by Hector Hawton, 
editor of the Humanist on the subject What 
Humanism Means. A new Rationalist Group 
was formed at Bristol University. 


The 52nd Annual Dinner-Dance of the (British) 
NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY took place in 
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March 19th 1958 


Dear Mr. Hewson and your able and 
Dedicated Associates: 


It is with the deepest feeling of 
appreciation that | send you this note 
to thank you for the tribute you paid me 
by using my picture on the first page of 
your excellent and valuable magazine— 
The American Rationalist—-and the story 
which follows on page 3. 


| shall continue, with all my efforts, 
to further the Best of Causes, and this 
recognition of my work by The American 
Rationalist shall be one of my greatest 
sources of inspiration. 


| am most grateful to you and 
sincerely hope that | will always merit 
your very high opinion. 


With kindest regards to you and all 
of your staff, | beg to remain, 


Most Cordially yours, 
JOSEPH LEWIS 


P.S.: We are holding a public meeting in 
New York at Steinway Hall, 113 West 
56th Street, on May 18th, and | sincerely 
hope that many of your associates will be 
able to attend. — Shall we make it a 

meeting for ALL American Freethinkers? 


Editor's Comment: We greatly appreciate Mr. Lewis’ 
gracious acknowledgment of this 
tribute to his work. 


well-deserved 











London’s Mecca Restaurant. Guest of Honor was 
Stephen Swingler, M.P. 


Author Avro Manhattan held a social evening 
in his London home at which Nigel Dennis, play- 
writer and author (The Making of Moo) sub- 
jected Dr. Lowengard, parapsychologist, to a 
test of his “extra-sensory powers.” Results... 
absolutely negative. 


British Freethought suffered a great loss with 
the death of Sir Ernest Kennaway at the age 
of 76. Another gap in the British ranks hard 
to fill is made by the death of Gerald Bullett, 
author of many successful novels and biographies 
including the life of George Eliot. 


Frau Anna Steuerwald-Landmann gave a talk 
on the Bavarian Radio Network for the German 


Rationalists. Another Rationalist broadcast was 
by area leader Casjen Peters (of Hamm) on 
The Changes of Gods and Mankind. German 
Humanists of the Pfalz area had a radio broad- 
cast, speaker was Dr, Bonness. Three other 
broadcasts were given including one on the 
History of the Rationalist Movement. 


Noted Rationalist Prof. Bronowski was a 
member on the panel on the BBC program Any 
Questions. 


Mr. S. A. Velauthapillai became the first pre- 
sident of the newly organized All Ceylon Ration- 
alist Movement to spread Rationalism among the 
Tamil people, the majority of whom are Hindu. 


Can any AR reader translate Japanese? We 
would like to publish translations from the 
Japanese Humanist Society. Will someone also 
translate Italian Freethought literature from our 
Italian friends for us? 


The FREE RELIGIOUS YOUTH ASS’N of 
Germany will hold an International Camp under 
canvas at Bergzabern in the Pfalzer Wald from 
August 2-15. Rationalists of all countries are 
invited. Write to Fraulein Hilka Buscher, Rostrup, 
Bei Bad Zwischenahn, West Germany. 


The WORLD UNION OF FREETHINKERS 
will hold a social reunion in Brussels, Belgium, 


on the week end of August 29th to September 1st 
and a trip to the Brussels exhibition, afterwards. 





“La Ligue de L’Enseignment” building 
in Paris. (See page 12). 





Dortmund, West Germany 


(See p. 16) 


The GHANA RATIONALIST GROUP placed 
ads in two newspapers, they want to purchase a 
printing press to start a newsletter, and are at- 
tempting to organize a group in Nigeria with 
hopes of forming a West African Rationalist 
Council. 5 


The Swiss Freethought Ass’n branch in Basle 
celebrated its 50th anniversary. 


The VRIJE GEMEENTE in Amsterdam organ- 
ized a symposium On What Ground are We 
Based ? 


Death took Dr. Paul Marcus of Lidingo, of 
Sweden, a member of the SOCIETY FOR 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM and contributor to many 
European Freethought journals. 


Dave Shipper won a long battle on behalf of 
the WALES AND WESTERN branch of the 
NSS when the Cardiff (Wales) Central Library 
agreed to take The Freethinker for a twelve 
month trial. 


The RICHMOND SECULAR CLUB heard a 
talk by George L. White on the subject What Can 
a Man Believe? A lively discussion followed. 
Freethinkers in Virginia or nearby who wish to 
participate in the quarterly meetings write to 
Dewey Collett Box 11, 1415 Chamberlayne Ave., 
Richmond 22, Virginia. 


Death took Professor Theodor Hartwig at the 
age of 85 in Brno, Czechoslovakia, well known 
Freethinker who, against advice, refused to 
flee the country when the Nazis and then again 
when the Communists took over. 
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Probability 
of the Concept by 
Spontaneous Generation 


by HERMAN STERN 


Prior to the seventeenth century the the- 
ory of the spontaneous generation of life 
was doubted by few scientists. Aristotle, 
Newton, Harvey, Descartes, these among 
many more, accepted the theory without 
serious question. Even the theologians sub- 


scribed to this view, for, as biblica! ac- 
counts narrate, God bade the earth and 
waters bring forth the plants and most 


animals and to believe that the process has 
continued was not considered heretical. 


It was Francesco Redi, in the seventeenth 
century, who first demonstrated that meat 
placed under a screen so that flies could not 
lay their eggs on it never developed mag- 
Zo's. 

A century later, Lazzaro Spallanzoni dis- 
covered that a broth, sealed off from the 
air while boiling, never developed micro- 
organisms and hence never rotted. 

During the nineteenth century the argu- 
ments of Felix Pouchet before the French 
Academy of Sciences literally drove Pasteur 
to more and more laboratory experiments, 
the results of which culminated in the com- 
plete demolition of the spontaneous genera- 
tion theory. But, did it> 

In summarizing a day long discussion on 
spontaneous genera‘ion at the opening ses- 
sion of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science last December, 
Prof. Geo. Wald of Harvard University 
was quoted by the New York Times: 
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“We are beginning to understand that we 
live in a universe which is some five to ten 
billion years old. We realize that the uni- 
verse has its own cosmic evolution. Stars 
and galaxies are born, they grow, become 
old and die. Our life has a place as a part 


of the physics of our universe. 


“If you started with a universe containing 


protons, neutrons and electri-ity, life will 
eventually appear. It will pursue evolu- 
tion.” 

Previously, Dr. Stanley L. Miller of 


Columbia University had reported that mix- 
tures of methane, ammonia, water and 
hydrogen had been subjected to electrical 
discharges somewhat like lightning for a 
week in glass jars. 

Amino acids identical with those that are 
the building blocks of proteins, maior con- 
stituents of living matter, were produced. 

In The PHYSICS and CHEMISTRY of 
LIFE*, Dr. Wald dwells upon this concept 
of Spontaneous Generation in greater length 
and comments upon the philosophical pov- 
erty of our time in that “most modern 
biologists, having reviewed with satisfaction 
the downfall of the Spontaneous Generation 
hypothesis, yet unwilling to accept the 
alternative belief in special creation, are left 
with nothing.” 

“A scientist has no choice,”’ continue; Dr. 
Wald, “but to approach the origin of life 
thru a hypothesis of Spontaneous Genera- 
tion. What the Pasteur-Pouchet controversy, 
reviewed above, showed to be untenable is 
only the belief that living organisms arise 
spontaneously under present conditions, We 
have now to face a somewhat different prob- 
lem: how organisms may have arisen spon- 
taneously under different cond'tions ‘n some 
former period, granted that they do so no 
longer.”” 

After reviewing the variety and specificity 
of the different proteins, which include the 
most complex molecules known, built up 
from about twenty-five different amino acids 
and strung together in chains hundreds to 
thousands of units long, in various sequences 
and with the greatest variety of branch‘ng 
and folding, Dr. Wald contemplates al! this 


complexity with dismay and concedes that 
the spontaneous generation of a living organ- 
ism is quite impossible. ‘Yet,’" says he, 
“here we are—as a result, | believe, of 
spontaneous generation.” 


We are hemmed in it would seem at first 
glance, by an anomaly—an anomaly, how- 
ever, that dissolves when the word impos- 
sible is viewed dialectically. 

“With every event,” continues Dr. Wald, 
“one can associate a probability—the chance 
that it will occur. This is always a frac- 
tion, the proportion of times the event oc- 
curs in a large number of trials. A die has 
six faces; the probability of throwing a deuce 
is |/6. When one has no means of estimat- 
ing the probability beforehand, it must be 
determined by counting the fraction of suc- 
cesses in a large number of trials.” 

In dealing with the spontaneous origin of 
life the number of trials having occurred may 
be deemed to have been infinite, since we 
are dealing with veological 
passing billions of years. 


time encom- 


In the scale of human experience, our 
everyday concept of what is impossible, pos- 
sible or certain is derived from a limited 
number of trials associated with a particular 
event and, says Dr. Wald, “It sounds very 
impressive to say that an event has never 
been observed before in the whole of human 
history. . . When we look a little further in- 
to such a statement, however, it proves to 
be almost meaningless. . . Persons of good 
judgment think it safer to distrust the alleged 
observer of such an event than to believe 
him. The result is that events which are 
very extraordinary acquire the reputation of 
never having occurred at all. Thus the h‘gh- 
ly improbab'e is made to appear impos- 
sible.” 

In considering the spontaneous origin of 
a living organism, it should be remembered 
that this is not an event that need occur 
again and again. To have happened once is 
perhaps enough; for life as we know it 
with its infinite capacity for growth and 
reproduction, once may be enough. 

Time is the very essence of the prob- 


lem, continues Dr. Wald, “‘However im- 


probable the event in a single trial, it be- 
comes increasingly probable as the trials are 
multiplied. Eventually the event becomes 
virtually inevitable. For instance, the chance 
that a coin will not fall head up in = sin- 
gle tess is '4. The chance that no head will 
appear in a series of tosses is 1/7x!4x!.... 
as many times over as the number of tosses. 
In 10 tosses the chance that no head will 
appear is, therefore, 1/2 multiplied by itself 
10 times, or 1/1000. Consequently, the 
chance that a head will appear at l-a>t o-c> 
in 10 tosses is 999/1000. Ten trials have 
converted what started as a modest proba- 
bility to a near certainty. 


“The same effect can be achieved with 
any probability, however small, by multiply- 
ing sufficiently the r-wmber of trials. Con- 
sider a reasonably improbab!e event, the 
chance of which is 1/1000. The chance 
that this will not occur in one trial is 
999/1000. The chance that it wll net cecur 
in 1000 trials is 999/1000 multiplied by it- 
self 1000 times. This fraction comes out to 
be 37/100. The chance that it will hapven 
at least once in 1000 trials is therefore one 
minus this number-—63/100—a little better 
than three chances out of five. One thou- 
sand trials have transformed this from a 
highly improbable to a highly probable 
event. In 10,000 trials the ch>nce that this 
event will ocur at least once comes out to 
be 19,999/20,000. It is now almost in- 


evitable.’ ’ 


What is important here is that however 
improbable we may regard the spontaneous 
origin of life, or the component steps in- 
volved therein, given sufficient time the 
chance of its occurring will eventually reach 
virtual inevitability. As Dr. Wald puts it: 
‘What we regard as impossible on the basis 
of human experience is meaningless here. 
Given so much time, the impo-sible becomes 
possible, the possible probable, and the 
probable virtually certain.” 





*The PHYSICS ani CHEMISTRY of LIFE, a 
symposium, edited by the editors of Scientific 
American, Simon and Schuster, N.Y. 
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we honor... 


by JOHN A. ENGLISH 


MAY 


2, Death of Leonardo da Vinci, 1452-1519, 
Italian genius of the arts and sciences, His 
many interests and versatile achievements 
kept him too busy to be a friend or enemy 
of the church, He is reported as disliking 
authority and dogma. 


t, Horace Mann, 1796-1859. Pioneer in organ- 
izinz and reforming the American public 
school system. He helped to found the first 
teachers’ college in 1839 and Antioch Col- 
lege in 1852. 

4, Thomas H. Huxley, 1825-1895. Naturalist 
and co-researcher with Darwin on data for 
evolution theory. He popularized science 
through lectures and writing. 


or 


John W. Draper, 1811-1882, British-American 
scientist, contributing to chemistry, medicine 
and photography. Author of “History of the 
Conflict between Religion and Science.” 


Sigmund Freud, 1856-1939. Freethinking 
physician, pioneering psycho-analysis. Re- 
ceived first with great hostility, Freud is 
now central figure in psychology. 


18, Bertrand Russell, born 1872. British math- 
ematician and scientific philosopher of con- 
troversial social and political thought, his 
last book being ‘““Why I am not a Christian”. 

20, John Stuart Mill, 1806-1873. British phi- 
losopher, economist, positivist. He opposed 
all government curbs on freedom of thought 
and speech. 

25, Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1803-1882. American 
writer, resigned from Unitarian ministry 
rejecting formal religion in favor of a per- 
sonal relation between man and his god. 
He was optimistic for the best in man. 

31, Walt Whitman, 1819-1892. U.S. poet, first 
appreciated by Emerson. His world view 
embraced an anarchic individualism mixed 
with pantheism and mysticism. 

31, 1636, Roger Williams founded Providénce, 
R. I., and probably the first secular govern- 
ment with full religious liberty. 


a 


JUNE 


— 


7, Aleksander S. Pushkin, 1799-1837. Russian 
poet and dramatist. A fiery “Ode to Liberty” 
in 1820 brought exile, censorship and involve. 
ment with revolutionaries, 


22 «+ The American Rationalist 


7, Frank Lloyd Wright, born 1869. U.S. ar- 
chitect known for functional, organic or 
fused styles. Stays loose from organized re- 
ligion; spells nature with a capital N. 

11, Death of Roger Bacon, 1214-1294. First of 
the British scientists. A profound and orig- 
inal mind, he believed the earth to be round. 
He urged calendar reforms and medical use 
of chemistry. Contributed to optical laws 
and explained the rainbow. 

12, Harriet Martineau, 1802-1876. British writ- 
er who progressed from Unitarianism to 
philosophical atheism. 

21, Anthony Collins, 1676-1729. British free- 

thinker and deist, friend of Locke. Author 

of “Discourse in freethinking” and ‘Priest- 
craft’ in Perfection”. 

Sir Julian S, Huxley, 

biologist, humanist, 

without Revelation”. 

24, Ambrose “Bitter” Bierce, 1842-1914? U. S. 
iconoclast, author of “The Cynic’s Word 
Book”, “The Devil’s Dictionary”. 

28, Jean Jacques Rousseau, 1712-1778. French 
writer who promoted Locke’s ideas on 
democratic government. Friend of Diderot 
to whose Encyclopedia he contributed. His 
concern for unequal justice resulted in 
“Discourse on Inequality” and “Social Con- 
tract”, speeding the French revolution. 
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born 1887, British 
author of “Religion 


IN ROGER WILLIAMS’ RHODE ISLAND, 
CATHOLICS TAKE OVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
FOR $1 


Domenic A, Petrarca, West Warwick (Rep.) 
Town Committee member from Natick, today 
asserted that Natick appears to have been left 
out of the Democratic administration’s school 
plans, announced yesterday by Town Solicitor 
Michael DeCiantis. 

Mr. DeCiantis said that the school committee 
plans to abandon New London Avenue School, 
making it available to transfer to Christ the 
King parish next fall. 

He said Cowesett Avenue School, Crompton, 
would be closed until such time as St. Mary’s 
Parish is ready to take it over for parochial use, 
and that Arctic School will be razed to make 
room for a parking lot. Pupils now attending 
these three schools would attend the new 20-room 
consolidated .school set to open next fall in 
Crompton. 

Mr. Petrarca declared: “After having been 
led to believe for the past several months that 
children from the Providence Street School in 
Natick would attend the new school in Crompton 
when it opened, it now appears, according to the 
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new ‘ex-officio’ chairman of the school com- 
mittee, Mike DeCiantis, that somewhere along 
the line someone in the administration mis- 
calculated. 

“The opening of the new school in the opposite 
end of town will also make available an old 
building for a parochial schoo] in Crompton. 
Another will be available as a parochial school 
in Centerville. Arctic will gain a parking lot 
with the closing of Main Street School, Natick 
not only will be using the same old school, but 
Sacred Heart parish, which was expected to 
absorb the greatest number of pupils, will still 
be wondering when they will get the school they 
had been expecting. 

“If the situation is such that there won’t be 
enough room for all the children in modern 
schools, even with the new school, why then does 
‘assistant’ school committee chairman Dr. Richard 
P. Duffy imply we will not need the addition to 
the Harris Avenue School?” 

Mr. DeCiantis said of Mr. Petrarca’s criticism 
that the Rev. Anthony DeAngelis, pastor of 
Sacred Heart Church, “is not worried about it. 
He knows where we stand. This matter was 
taken up by me with Father DeAngelis long ago 
when we were talking about purchasing of 
schools by the parishes when they were available. 
That has been changed only to the extent that 
the town meeting adopted a resolution which I 
supported to transfer the schools for $1 apiece. 

Natick and Phenix public school pupils most 
likely will eventually go to the proposed eight- 
room addition at Harris Avenue School, for which 
$311,000 is earmarked, Mr. DeCiantis indicated. 

Mr. Duffy had said the school committee would 
probably abandon the New London Avenue, 
Phenix and Natick Schools for transfer to parish- 
es by the town council this fall. He said the 
Cowesett Avenue School, which St. Mary’s parish, 
Crompton, is not yet ready to take over, would 
be kept, as well as old Arctic School, to make 
sure there was enough room for all public school 
pupils. —Providence Evening Bulletin 


Religion is a falsehood — either the 
‘Other World’ is somewhere or it is abso- 
lutely nowhere at all: Whenever something 
is an object of our thought, we must have 
a conception of its essence—for instance, 
whether it is corporeal or incorporeal. Fur- 
ther, the thing thought of must be thought 
of as existing somewhere or other.—Sextus 
Empiricus (Hypotyposes. II]. Argument 
against Belief in a God. Later Greek Relig- 
ion, p. 52, by E, Bevan. London, 1927), 


THE EMPTINESS 
OF BILLY GRAHAM 


by DEWEY COLLETT 


1 do not accept Billy Graham's argument 
for the existence of a personal devil pre- 
sented in This Week Magazine of The Rich- 
mond (Va.) Times-Dispatch of March 2, 
1958. His style of polemics is too shallow; 
a six-grader could do as well or better. It 
is a shame, a discredit to our American So- 
ciety, that millions of our people follow and 
encourage such a naive leader. 

This preacher does not seem to know that 
the cosmic forces have no intent, that they 
roll on like Ol’ Man River, neither loving 
nor hating. We poor little creatures on 
Planet No. 3 are tossed hither and yon, at 
times pleased, at other times bruised and 
broken, and finally obliterated by these un- 
caring dynamics. 

The forces that please us we call “‘good” 
and those that hurt us we call “‘bad.’’ This 
is our human terminology; nature does not 
make any distinction between the good and 
the bad; nature is truly neutral. 

Along came some witchdoctors or some 
ancient Billy Grahams, who personified 
these forces, naming the bad ones evil spirits 
or devils; the good ones, gods. Next, these 
lazy and crafty “doctors convinced the 
people of their day, who were nearly all 
ignorant, that they (the witch-doctors) had 
the power to keep away the devils and to 
solicit the help of the gods. For: this “‘serv- 
ice’ these. “‘doctors’’ charged a fee. When 
the people paying the fee prospered, these 
cheaters c'aimed that it was due to their 
service. When the fee-paying citizens did not 
prosper, when cyclones and floods swept 
away their huts and crops, these swindlers 
said it was because these persons did not 
have faith. Here is the origin of our preach- 
ers and priests. Later these clergy built 
churches and added rituals and hooked their 
superstitions onto morality. 

Contrary. to Billy Graham's shallow-head- 
ed statements, the physicists and the chem- 
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ists, studying the atom and its parts and 
its combinations, find no spirits of any kind. 
The biologists, searching and studying proto- 
plasm and all forms of life, all of which is 
made up of atoms, discover no spirits. And 
the astronomers, peering into space through 
their big telescopes, find not even the trace 
of spirits, whether they be devils or angels 
or gods. 

Yet, despite all this science, a Billy Gra- 
ham, flitting around on the fuzz of reality, 
writes a childish argument for the existence 
of a satan—and, mind you, millions, in this 
enlightened age, fol'ow him! Yes, pour their 
hard-earned dollars into his pockets! 

I am sorry to say this, fellow Americans. 
but honesty and sincerity compels me t> do 
so. Unless we really wake up, put our trust 
in science and logical thinking and get this 
nonsense out of our heads, the Russians are 
going to get miles ahead of us in everything 
progressive, and are going to make us Amer- 
icans the laughing stock of the world. 


Supersonic Prayer 


The Lord God of Hosts in his Celestial 
Head Office pressed the button which sum- 
moned his Archangels to an extraordinary 
general meeting. When they appeared, 
wearing, as was necessary in the Presence, 
very dark glasses, He addressed them thus: 
“Gentlemen, something will have to be done 
about the prayers with which | am bombard- 
ed from the earth. They become a nuisance. 
They pray so much for peace on earth, | 
get no peace in Heaven. Day and night 
prayers are hurled at me in a hundred 
languages, most of which I don’t know. | 
suppose you can hear them?” 

Indeed they heard them, making in the 
aggregate a wailing growl of a dozen Ni- 
agaras, 

The Lord went on: “Not only do they 
harass me in so many languages, they pray 
for things | know nothing about. Only to- 
day a man prayed for the recovery of a lost 
collar-stud. What is a collar-stud?”’ 
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Said Peter: “It is a gadget used by men 
to secure part of their garments.” 

“*Indeed,”’ said the Lord. “Well, it serves 
them right if they lose them, but for that 
scoundrel Adam they wouldn't have needed 
garments. | repeat, something will have to 
be done about these prayers. Most of them 
relate to matters that are in the hands of 
the Fates, over which, as they are pagan, | 
have no control whatever. Many others are 
the bleatings of snivelling sneaks soliciting 
privileges over their fellows. Many are just 
ridiculous: when they are at war both sides 
pray to me for victory, which is impossible, 
even to Me to whom all things are possible. 
Practically all the prayers in English want 
success in Football Pools. What are they?” 

Up stood Gabriel. “They are a kind of 
lottery on the results of football games, in- 
volving necromancy, whereby one can get 
£75,000 for 2d.” 

“Certainly that is worth praying for,” 
said the Lord, ““but I can’t help them there: 
the only games I know about is ‘Forfeits.’ 
Well, have you any suggestions?” 

‘Just one,” said Michael, “‘but I believe 
it will meet the case. We could have the 
radio staff intercept all the prayers as they 
arrive and translate them into supersonic 
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waves... 


“What are they?" interrupted the Lord. 
*“And who invented them?” 

“They are waves which make noises no- 
body can hear. They were invented by men 
on earth, mostly, | believe, married. So con- 
verted, you couldn't hear the prayers.” 

“For the love of Michael, what a brilliant 
idea,”’ said the Lord. “It beats me why peo- 
ple as smart as that should pray to Me for 
anything. Put this plan in hand forthwith, 
and let me have the peace which passeth 
understanding.” 

Peter, however, had a qualm, and voiced 
it: “But, Lord, that way none of the prayers 
could be answered.” 

The Lord smiled, for once. “Be your age, 
Peter,” quoth he, “none of them ever 
were—by Me.” 


G. S. Brown, Freethinker—London. 


AR International Rationalisé 
Pen-Pals Club 
by Dave Shipper 

Our magazine now circulates 
among Rationalists in many, many 
countries, and we have the idea 
that some readers might like to 
join such a “club”. The purpose 
is to develop and further friendly 
relations between members of our 
“Wide, Wide Movement”. We can 
tell you from experience that in- 
ternational and inter-state corres- 
pondence is both interesting and 
educational. Anyone who would 
like to join this “club”, which has 
no membership fees should write 
to Dave Shipper, 5 Kyveilog St., 
Cardiff, Wales, England. Address- 
€s will be published in subsequent 
issues of AR. 

Please list languages in which 
you can correspond and give any 
details you like about yourself: 
age, sex, organizations, special in- 
terests, etc. Overseas readers 
should write in English at first, 
if possible, though we will do our 
best with letters in German, Nor- 
wegian, French, Italian, Danish or 
Swedish. 

Let’s hear from every state in 
the United States. The more over- 
seas friends who join, the mer- 
rier, 

We especially invite all overseas 
and U.S. Freethought, Rationalist, 
Humanist journals to reprint this 
eall 





AR « CLASSIFIED COLUMN « AR 
Twelve words, or less (minimum) $1.00 
Each additional line, (six words) 50 





LET US REASON TOGETHER, poem, by 
Fred Rosenberg, five cents each, 3 for 10c 
— 40 for $1.00.  Rationalist Publica- 


tions, 2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Louis 6, 
Mo. 





POEMS 
Original and collected 
by SAM HILL 
— 50 cents — 
Rationalist Society of St. Louis 
2218 St. Louis Avenue 
St. Louis 6, Mo. 





FOR SALE—Comic Postol Cards. Set of 
six. No. 1 to 6, Drawn by Ottokar, Price 
5¢ each, all six for 25¢. Order from 
AMERICAN RATIONALIST, 2218 St. Lovwis 
Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


WHERE ARE WE GOING ? 


by DR. AGUSTIN GIL 


We Mexican liberals are confounded at the latest 
turn of events, and we ask ourselves: why are our laws 
not enforced? Yes, we ask again, confronted by the 
impudence which with the Clerics violate our Constitu- 
tion and render useless its ordinances. 

Lately, at Pedla Lapata, organized groups purposely 
marched and publicly confronting the statue of the Vir- 
gin, did prostrate themselves, thus rendering homage with 
dogmatic ostentation, and so tearing to pieces the tenets 
of our Constitution. 

I call to the attention of my colleagues the fact that 
in view of the indifference of the authorities of the State 
of Jalisco to these violations, we Maxicans are retro- 
gressing to the Dark Ages when the Clerics were over- 
lords over all branches of our Government. The liberties 
won at such high prices in the battlefield and before the 
Tribunals of Justice in the past are being cast to the 
shadows again. Drearily we fear to see these phantoms 
raise again. These remnants of false prerogatives and un- 
just privileges of the so-called upper classes that want to 
impose once again, through their agents, the fat and lazy 
priests, to rob the laboring populace. 

Yes, where are we going? No! Don’t answer. We 
should, as Juarez did, raise our voices and if ‘necessary, 
again grasp the arms that will purify such social iniquities 
thus setting a precedent in order to enforce the respect 
for our national laws, the legacy to the humble people of 
Mexico from our immortal heroes, whose names, among 
others are Juarez, Ocampo, Ramirez, Altamirano, etc., 
etc., whose lives were offered in the hope of a better 
Mexico.—La Voz de Juarez (Mexico). 


MIXED MARRIAGES DECRIED BY CATHOLICS 


Cologne, Germany (AP) — Roman Catholics throughout 
Germany were told Sunday marriages with non-Catholic part- 
ners usually means separation from the -church. 

A pastoral letter was issued by all German Bishops and 
read in Catholic churches of both West and Communist East 
Germany two months after leaders of the German Lutheran 
Church expressed grave concern at the growing number of 
mixed marriages. They said that such marriages were lead- 
ing to estranvement from the church. 

The Catholic bishops said they could not remain silent any 
longer because mixed marriages were causing the church to 
lose hundreds of thousands of Catholics. 

The bishops warned the young also that “mixed friend- 
ships” would deprive them of “clear judgment” and thus pave 
the “fatal way” to a mixed marriage. 

The letter was signed by Josef Cardinal Frings, Josef 
Cardinal Wendel, and 25 other archbishops and bishops. 
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Freethought - To Me 


by RALPH S. BLOIS 
(Part of “This I Believe’ series given at 
The Church of the Christian Union—Uni- 
tarian, Rockford, Ill., on March 2, 1958) 

1 would rather know than believe, but, 
as Charles Fort puts it, when you don't 
k now, accept — temporarily. Ratioralism, 
Humanism, Secularism, Agnosticism, Athe- 
ism, there are many names and many defini- 
tions, Consider all of these as various forms 
of one substance which we shall label “‘free- 
thought."” What is it? Is it negative? Is it a 
philosophy of life? Or is it a method of do- 
ing things? In the study of history we learn 
that religion was early man's fumbling at- 
tempts to answer questions about his envi- 
ronment. Early man wondered about many 
things. Why do trees grow? What is thun- 
der? To answer his questions he invented 
Gods, such as Thor, God of thunder. As 
man’s knowledge grew, it became more and 
more apparent that his religious answers 
were false. Religions began to fall by the 
wayside. The Humanists of the 16th and 
17th centuries began the search for reality 
that is the beginning of freethought. Free- 
thought covers the field from pantheism to 
atheism. 

The freethinkers attitude is different from 
that of the orthodox Christian. Orthodoxy 
bases its belief in custom and a dual reality 
—natural and supernatural. The freethink- 
er believes in one reality and searches for 
this reality at all times. Freethought is es- 
sentially a method of behavior. It is an at- 
tempt to improve human existence by learn- 
ing the truth about all things. Before learn- 
ing the truth, it is necessary to unlearn false- 
hood. It is like planting grain, before we can 
plant, we must first pull out the weeds and 
prepare the soil. This is called by some— 
negative. But it is negative in the same way 
as a dentist removing a tooth and destroy- 
ing a toothache or a doctor removing a 
cancer—it is constructive negativism. 

Freethought has no dogma, it merely ac- 
cepts factual knowledge. It is a natural in- 
terpretation of existence as opposed to the 
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supernatural. Orthodoxy claims to have all 
of the answers and is irritated when some 
of its answers are proven false. Freethought 
does not claim to have solved even a por- 
tion of the mysteries of the universe. All 
occurences happen naturally and there is no 
evidence or reason to suppose that there is 
any supernatural existence. Roman Catholics 
would cry “miracle” if a stone statue of the 
Virgin Mary started to ooze blood from its 
lips. The freethinker would suggest an ex- 
amination of the statue. Several such bleed- 
ing statues have been exposed as mechanical 
frauds with trick devices hidden in hollow 
parts of the statue. And supposing that no 
trick device could be found? There is still 
no reason to believe the event to be a super- 
natural one. Who can explain all of the 
tricks of a magician? Thunder and lightning 
were at one time thought to be supernatural 
simply because no one could offer a natural 
explanation. Simply because a natural ex- 
planation is not immediately available is no 
excuse for bringing in the supernatural. Hun- 
dreds of supernatural explanations have 
been proven false—but—not one natural 
explanation, based on sufficient facts, has 
yet been proven false. When we do not 
know, we say so and wait for the facts. It 
seems to me conclusive that no phenomenon 
can ever be logically classed as supernatural. 


Freethought is firmly rooted in the facts 
of nature and needs no supporting dogma 
or beliefs. It is the great equalizer. There 
are no selected few, or chosen people; no 
divine crusades or holy wars, for the glory 
of God; no useless sacrifices on which a fat 
priesthood can grow; no revelation from 
God, for whatever man learns he must learn 
by his own efforts; no saviour except man 
himself; no heaven or hell—we would be 
bored for all eternity—instead, we end in 
the sweet sleep of death; no rewards or 
punishment except by man’s own hand; no 
devils or Gods to torment and toy with us. 
Man is free. It is time for man to get up off 
his knees, pull his head out of the clouds, 
unclasp his hands, and start building his own 
heaven, for himself and his brothers. 

Freethought makes a man intellectually 
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free. Because freethought cuts through the 
fog and destroys so many cherished beliefs, 
there are those who cry, “what will you give 
us in place of what you take away?’’ We 
give a belief in man’s ability to help him- 
self and in the naturalness of phenomenoa. 
Do they wish us to provide a substitute for 
hell? Very well. We give them the torment 
of a useless, wasted life. To escape our hell 
they need not pray, they have but to make 
their lives useful by improving the condi- 
tions of the present. The first step to pro- 
gress is to remove the obstacles to progress, 
orthodoxy, refusal to change, is the big 
stumbling block, so it must be first to go. 
Do they wish a new Devil to take Satan's 
place? Very well. We offer the seductive 
beckoning of a_ gluttonous, sensuous life 
spent in the rigid confines of some obscure 
religion, the reward of which is a wasted 
life. Do they wish a new God? We shud- 
der at the thought. Buckle at one time re- 
marked, “Every great reform which has 
been effected has consisted, not in doing 
something new, but in undoing something 
old.’ The first objective then is to remove 
orthodoxy and free the mind. We defy any- 
one to say this is a negative attitude and 
point out that the Ten Commandments are 
a group of “thou shalt not’s.” 


Robert Ingersoll has created the ideal for 
freethinkers. Most of us do not live u> to 
this ideal, and we are greatly ashamed of 
not doing so. He said, “Call me infidel, call 
me atheist, call me what you will, | intend 
to so treat my children that they can come 
to my grave and truthfully say, ‘He who 
sleeps here never gave us one moment of 
pain. From his lips, now dust, never came 
to us an unkind word’.”” He went even 
further when he said, “It is far more im- 
portant to love your wife than to love God, 
and | will tell you why. You cannot help 
him but you can help her. You can fill her 
life with the perfume of perpetual joy. — It 
is far more important to build a home than 
erect a church. The holiest temple beneath 
the stars is a home that love has built. And 
the holiest altar is the fireside around which 
gather father, mother and the sweet babes.”’ 


CAN RATIONALISTS SAY, 
“CAN DO”? 


by Lord Boyd-Orr, D.S.O., F.R.S. 


By the exercise of his reason man has got 
increasing powers over the forces of nature. 
Every increase has brought about a change 
in the structure of society. In our generation 
the increase has been so great that we are 
now in the most rapid transition phase in 
history. 


The problem of our time is whether man 
will have intelligence to adjust human so- 
ciety to the new forces science has let loose 
to build a New and Better World with a 
higher standard of living and a culture high- 
er than has ever been attained in the most 
favored class of the most favored nation in 
the past or whether, with his intelligence 
stultified by myths and irrational beliefs in- 
herited from.the childhood of our race, the 
new forces will be allowed to destroy all 
that man has achieved in the last 10,000 


years. 


Our civilization can be saved only by ap- 
plying reason to the problems of our time 
and reaching decisions based on facts and 
not reached by emotional complexes due to 
indoctrination in childhood of one of the 
several faiths whether of the old religions 
or the new ones like Fascism or Communism 
which maintain ideas and policies which are 
now obsolete in this new age on which we 
have entered. 

Rationalists have two tasks, fnrst to con- 
tinue their efforts to free mens’ minds from 
obsolete beliefs, and second to make a 
positive advance by applying reason to the 
solution of the problems of this nuclear age. 
At the second Conference of The I.H.E.U. 
in London | advocated this second line of 
advance and hope that at the third Con- 
ference the light of reason will be made to 
shine on some of the dark and threatening 
aspects of world affairs. 


Message from Lord Boyd-Orr 


to the American Rationalists. 
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In the Contest with 
SUPERNATURALISM 


by Oscar Riddle, Ph.D. 


Excellent reasons can be—and have been 
—given for the view that, today, the 
primary task of several areas of scholar- 
ship should be that of breaking the grip 
of the supernatural. In this huge task, too 
widely shared for an accounting here, one 
could suppose that scientists would assume 
a fair measure of leadership—they person- 
ally are engaged in expanding our knowl- 
edge of the natural. If they are failing to 
provide this leadership, accurate informa- 
tion on the reasons for such failure should 
be of interest to many of us. The two 
principal reasons will be discussed here. 
First, however, a list of the facts mainly 
involved: Within the present Western 
world nearly all scientists refuse to join 
overtly in this effort; very few are free to 
do so; many others see no basis for reject- 
ing the whole, or even a large part, of the 
region of the supernatural currently ac- 
cepted in most religious worship. 


Obviously, no Catholic scientist rejects 
supernaturalism. Yet the Western world has 
many Catholic scientists. A few of them— 
like many more of their Protestant counter- 
parts—have rejected doctrines of Original 
Sin, Virgin Birth, Resurrection, etc., while 
clinging to a God and _supernaturalism. 
Former Catholics occasionally reject the 
whole of supernaturalism. A majority of 
Western scientists have backgrounds in 
Protestantism, Jewish, or Agnostic upbring- 
ing and beliefs. But every group every- 
where—despite optimistic and wholly un- 
realistic references to some words in the 
Federal Constitution of one great nation— 
are nevertheless subjected, throughout their 
youth and professional life, to religious pres- 
sures from community, state and nation. 
And a tendency toward lasting effects from 
such early “conditioning” is a fact accept- 
ed by everyone. 
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Polls of opinion have indicated that + 
heavy majority of the leading scientists of 
Western lands reject the God of the reli- 
gions. But it is certain that fair numbers 
of this group retain belief in something 
they define as an “impersonal God,” a 
“spiritual universe,” a ‘‘vast impersonal 
spiritual world,"’ etc. This somewhat polish- 
ed personal view, rather innocuous as per- 
sonal belief, immediately becomes—at the 
social level—a foremost foe of naturalism 
when or if those holding it also offer verbal 
praise to “‘‘religion’’—since thereafter the 
entire dank underworld of dogma, intoler- 
ance and thought-suppression uses that “‘sci- 
entific’ authority to perpetuate itself and 
grow. 


Very few investigations have been made 
on the extent to which the study of the 
different sciences yield different percentages 
of persons who reject God and the super- 
natural; but the few results now available 
are most enlightening. The best of such 
studies was made in 1934 by psychologist 
Leuba on American scientists. Leuba ob- 
tained the views of a large number of those 
rated (by others) as the “Greater’’ and 
‘Lesser workers in each science. The com- 
plete form of this first and main question 
was: “I believe in a God to whom one 
may pray in the expectation of receiving an 
answer. By ‘answer’ | mean more than the 
natural, subjective, psychological effect of 
prayer.” To this question 17 per cent of 
those ‘Greater’ scientists who were trained 
in the study of inanimate matter (physicists, 
chemists, geologists, engineers) said, Yes. 
Of the ‘Greater’ biologists (botanists, zoo- 
logists, bacteriologists, horticulturists, etc.) 
12 per cent, Yes. Of the “‘Greatest’’ so- 
ciologists, 5 per cent, Yes. Of “Greater” 
psychologists, 2 per cent, Yes. Clearly, 
those trained in the comprehension of living 
matter and processes, of mind and man— 
through psychology and sociology—are the 
scientists least receptive to a Christian type 
of God. In other words, the kind of sci- 
ence in which a group of students tra‘ns 
and works measureably affects the quantity 
of supernaturalism which that group will 
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later accept or reject. Other available data 
(1935) show that all of the science groups 
studied by Leuba reject the Christian God 
in greater degree than do the more suc- 
cessful bankers, lawyers and writers of the 
United States. For all “‘Greater’’ scientists 
the percentage of believers was 13; for all 
the “Lesser,” 35. The entire group of 
scientists contained 30 per cent of believers. 
The prominent bankers studied contained 
44 per cent of believers, with an additional 
20 per cent accepting “a power of spiritual 
or mental nature, but not accessible through 
current worship.”” The kind of training, 
whether for scientists or others, certainly 
affects the degree to which the trained per- 
son accepts or rejects supernaturalism, 

The failure of scientists to speak and 
write the words that might give them 
leadership in the present contest with super- 
naturalism thus seems to be based on at 
least two things. First, the training of sci- 
entists is limited in every case, and it varies 
widely within the several sciences. While 
this training serves quite generally to nar- 
row the area these persons concede to the 
supernatural, there is frequent failure to re- 
move all vestiges of it. Within all these 
groups there are certainly some good and 
productive scientists. But whether good or 
indifferent they may all profess religion with 
certainty that only favor or personal ad- 
vancement will redound to them. Our anti- 
intellectual society puts its premium on 
faith, Even a mere verbal crumb of com- 
fort to “religion,” if spoken by a prominent 
sientist, will be respectfully received by a 
scant audience of intelligent people, but for 
millions that crumb mav also soon become 
a firm pillar of support to a cult as degrad- 
ing and mythological as a zoology built on 
phoenixes, griffins and unicorns. In any 
case, scientists now speak with two directly 
opposed voices—the one loud and the oth- 
er muted—on the emotion-laden question of 
supernaturalism. Second, those completely 
freed from supernaturalism neverthele-s live 
in a society crimped and badgered by its 
biting dominance of the human past: and 
usually they can attack that revered con- 


cept only through injury or loss to self and 
family. ““Where proselyting religions pre- 
vail no one is. born free.” : 

A thoughtful reader may have noted the 
between-the-lines. encouragement almost hid- 
den in the foregoing rather humiliating re- 
marks on the failure of scientists to lead 
society's struggle to free itself from trust 
in the supernatural. S¢ientists are persons; 
science is graciously impersonal. Persons 
may not transcend human frailty, but sci- 
ence has a societal birth and lineage and 
exists on a less vulnerable plane. Science, 
even one science more than another, has 
well-proved power to sweep cleanly the 
supernatural from the thought of the fore- 
most leaders in thought. Moreover, science 
grows while persons dissolve. And, even 
those who now promote the growth of sci- 
ence while professing remnants of a reli- 
gion, may be—like their legion of col- 
leagues of the past three hundred years— 
actually and helpfully redvcing the chances 
that an equal faith can persist in their suc- 
cessors in science tomorrow. 

Again, Rationalists and Humanists al- 
ready have organizations with sound pro- 
grams of positive action. Without creeds, 
their outlook embraces naturalism, finding 
this world, lived rightly and creatively, is 
enough; finding, too, that men living and 
striving together for attainable or approach- 
able human purposes and needs is a new 


and enriching experience. 
. 


CLERICAL HERESY 
by Gregory Smelters 

Let us debunk the politician’s pious hum- 
bug: God seems to be leading a popularity 
contest in government circles today — 
Could it be that an appreciable number (of 
politicos) are motivated by a naive senti- 
ment that by shouting ‘Lord, Lord often 
enough, and long enough — all will be well 
with the world? We wouldn't have these 
uneasy thoughts if we could see more evi- 
dence that our public leaders — really do 
trust in’ God and love Him. (Editorial 
“Good Old God,” Catholic Men, Nov. 
1955, T).S.A.) 
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DICTATORSHIP 
and CATHOLICISM 


by Edd Doerr 
The dictator of Colombia, General Gus- 


tavo Rojas Pinilla, was toppled early in 
1957 with the much publicized assistance of 
the Roman Catholic Church. In early 1958 
the dictator of Venezuela, General Marcos 
Perez Jimenez, was also overthrown, again 
with the highly publicized aid of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy. And as 1958 moves on, 
we find the dictatorships of Fulgencio Batista 
in Cuba and Alfredo Stroessner in Paraguay 
suddenly coming under attack by the Roman 
Catholic Church. To the casual observer this 
would seem to indicate that the Roman Cath- 
olic Church has taken an interest in over- 
throwing dictators and in promoting democ- 
racy, an impression which doubtless is be- 
ing cultivated in certain quarters. Appear- 
ances, however, are frequently misleading. 
A broader view would leave little doubt that 
in actuality the Church is still of the opin- 
ion, as expressed by one nineteenth century 
pope, that democracy is a “‘false theory of 
government,” and that the Church's ap- 
parent interest in democracy is little more 
than a manifestation of shrewd self interest. 


Long before the Catholic Church began 
its “‘official’’ opposition to the dictatorships 
of Rojas Pinilla and Perez Jimenez, the 
regimes of these two men were already be- 
ginning to weave and shake before the re- 
sentment of large sections of the populations 
of Colombia and Venezuela. The Church's 
noisy eleventh hour climbing onto the band- 
wagon of revolt appears in perspective as 
nothing more than a calculated effort to 
end up on the winning side. As long as 
Rojas Pinilla and Perez Jimenez were solid- 
ly entrenched or were acting in a manner 
which benefited the Church, there was little 
or no real opposition to them from the 
Church. 

As for the Church's recent opposition to 
Batista and Stroessner, the explanation is 
probably the same. The regimes of both 
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Batista and Stroessner had become shaky, 
and rebels and potential rebels in Cuba and 
Paraguay have been encouraged by the suc- 
cess of the revolts in Colombia and Vene- 
zuela. With an experienced eye on the po- 
litical barometer, the Church apparently has 
wisely decided that alignment with the po- 
tential victors is the most prudent course. 
This writers analysis of the situation seems 
to be confirmed by the fact that the Church 
still retains quite cordial relations with such 
fairly secure dictatorships as those of Fran- 
cisco Franco in Spain, Antonio Salazar in 
Portugal, Raphael Trujillo in the Dominican 
Republic, and his Serene Highness, Rainier 
Grimaldi of Monaco. 

The obvious conclusion to which the fore- 
going leads is that the Roman Catholic 
Church is still very much interested in main- 
taining and extending its power, whether 
spiritual or temporal, in spite of any asser- 
tions it might make to the contrary. Amer- 
icans who value their freedoms and who 
are concerned with the freedoms of others 
beyond our shores would do well to keep 
this fact constantly before them, for the af- 
fairs of men seem to be governed by a sort 
of sociological Second Law of Thermo- 
dynamics: it is far easier to tear down the 
institutions by which freedoms are main- 


tained than to set them up. 
. 


CLERICAL HERESY 
by Gregory Smelters 


The Father of Jesus was a syncrebic mix- 
ture of the Canaanite skygod El with the 
Hebrew mountain-god Yahweh: When 
waves of Hebrews migrated into Palestine 
from Mesopotamia in the Patriarchal Age 
(c. 20-19 cent. B.C.), they found Canaan- 
ites worshiping El, a sky-god having solar 
attributes, and forming the major element 
in a triad whose other members were a 
mother-goddess Elat, Anath, or Astirai 
(Biblical Astarte), and a storm-god son 
named Shaddai. While in Babylonia the 
Hebrew had also known El Shaddai, god 
of mountain — inaccurately “God Al- 
mighty.” 
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The Great Infidelity 


By Otto Pauls 


The first three lines of John Milton's 
poem Paradise Lost read as follows: 


Of Man's first disobedience, and the 
fruit of that forbidden tree, whose 
taste brought death into the 
world, and all our woe,... 


mortal 


These lines are based on an assumption 
that is a complete perversion of a natural, 
necessary and universal function in nature, 
without which there would be no living thing 
on earth, including man. In addition, there 
are three misstatements of fact in the three 
lines quoted, 

How was it possible for a man of Milton's 
achievements and standing to write such 
lines? How was it that what is clearly pre- 
posterous nonsense could be accepted in 
literary circles as having great merit and 
value > 

Some light is shed on the matter by keep- 
ing in mind that Milton wrote more than 
three centuries ago, when western man was 
still deeply bogged down in superstition and 
was just beginning to respect himself and 
his_ possibilities. 

Other factors, such as his unhappy family 
affairs, his blindness and poor health, may 
account for some “‘purple patches” in Para- 
dise Lost but not for his uncritical swallow- 
ing of the Garden of Eden myth and 
blowing it up into something like a drug 
addict's dream. 

Milton seems to have believed without 
doubt in the doctrine of “original sin,” or 
“Fall” of man. He even accepted the con- 
temptible dodge of blaming Eve for the 
“disobedience” he 
poem. 

For the why and wherefore of this state 
of mind it is necessary to search elsewhere. 

Nearly a hundred years after Milton wrote 
Paradise Lost Jean Astruc, a French Roman 
Catholic, published a small book showing 
that there are two different 
creation in Genesis, 


elaborates in a_ long 


accounts of 
Chapter | of Genesis 


opens with an account of creation that, ex- 
cept for the time and agency involved, 
roughly corresponds with the findings of 
modern scientists as to the beginning of life 
on earth. Biblical scholars call this the Priest 
ly, or P, narrative. 


In Chapter 2:4 of Genesis a second and 
very different account of creation commenc- 
es, and is known as the Jehovah, or J, nar- 
rative. It contains the Garden of Eden story 
and contradicts the P narrative in many res- 
pects. 


There is no Cain or Abel in P and the 
first-born is Seth, as stated when P resumes 
with Chapter 5. In P, 1:28, the first man 
and woman are commanded by God to “be 
fruitful and multiply."” In the J narrative 
this is denounced as a sin, subject to dire 
punishment, in flat contradiction of God's 
command in P. It is doubtful whether any 
writing, since Genesis was compiled about 
500 B. C., has achieved that degree of the 
ridiculous and impossible that marks the 
Garden of Eden myth in the J story. 

The implications in this myth were im- 
plemented in the customs of the Hebrews 
and had to do with sex and birth as shown 





Herr Miinchow, 
Dortmund, West Germany. 
(See page 16) 
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in Leviticus 12. The fantasies of the eastern 
story-teller, thousands of years old, later be- 
came embedded in Christian doctrine as 
“Original Sin,” or ‘Fall’ of man. _ It is 
said to exist even today in the practice of 
some Christian sects. 


In the fifth century fierce controversy 
arose over this doctrine. St. Augustine be- 
lieved that sin was hereditary and that new- 
ly born infants must be baptized to save 
them from Hell. Pelagius held a more hum- 
ane view and denied the existence of “‘Orig- 
inal Sin.” Augustine was victorious in this 
controversy but Pelagian opinions slowly 
modified the doctrine until the Reformation. 
In the 17th century Calvinism reinstated the 
doctrine of predestination in full bloom. 

A fixed belief in ‘Original Sin’’ seems to 
besmut the outlook of the believer so that 
he sees evil in a natural and universal func- 
tion in nature. This perverted view causes 
feelings of shame, fear and frustrations con- 
cerning sexual relations. Augustine's be- 
haviour illustrates how such a belief affected 
one individual. 

As it appears in the Bible, Jesus’ at- 
titude was that of an ascetic monk convinced 
of the immanent end of the world. From 
age 12 to 30 there is not a word of Jesus. 
During these crucial and formative years it 
is quite probable he became a devotee of 
the Essenian monks and acquired some of 
their views. 

If the gospels quote him correctly, Jesus 
was hostile to marriage, family love and af- 
fection; setting parents against children and 
children against parents. There is not one 
kind, affectionate word from Jesus to his 
mother in the gospels. His attitude as there 
given was: “Women, what have | to do 
with you?” There was nothing “divine” or 
“Immaculate” about his mother in so far as 
Jesus seems to have been informed. 

For a much later interpretation of Jesus’ 
words and attitude we may turn to St. Ber- 
nard, a 12th century authority. In his day, 
Bernard was perhaps the most influential 
Roman Catholic in Europe. His eloquence 
and influence enabled him to make and un- 
make popes. The parents of one of the boys 
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in Bernard's school for monks were beseech- 
ing the boy to come home to them. Bernard 
dictated a letter for the boy to write to his 
parents, and begins the letter with the very 
words Jesus used to his mother: 


**Woman, what have I to do with you? 
What have I| received from you but sin 
and misery? Is it not enough that you, 
being sinners, have begotten me in sin; 
that, being born in sin, you have nourish- 
ed me in sin; but you must envy me the 
mercy of God I have obtained and wish 
to make me a son of Hell?” 


It may have been such teaching, combined 
with the Calvinistic plague on all sides of 
him, that caused Milton to be intellectually 
blind to the absurdities and contradictions 
in the primitive myth about the Garden of 
Eden. It is also probable he suffered from 
what Wendell Johnson has called the IFD 
disease, in which the victim starts with High 
Ideals, experiences Frustrations, followed by 
Demoralization. 

Milton’s best work and accomplishments 
for his fellowmen took place before he was 





THE AMERICAN SCHOOL 


The next time you pass a school pause 
a moment to think what that school means 
to humanity. Recall the long dark centuries 
when the masses were kept in ignorance— 
when greed and oppression ruled the world 
with an iron hand. From the very beginning 
o' man’s struggle for knowledge, self-re- 
spect, and the recognition of his inalienable 
rights, the school has been his greatest ally. 
We refer to the school as “common” be- 
cause it belongs to us all. It is ourselves 
working together to meet a universal need. 
But it is a most uncommon institution. It is 
relatively new. It is democracy’s greatest 
gift to civilization. Thruout the world, 
among upward struggling peoples, wherever 
parents share in the aspirations of their chil- 
dren, the American common school is being 
copied. Let us keep our schools strong and 
free. 


we 
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fifty. Then his ideals received one body- 
blow after another. Instead of Cromwell's 
commonwealth, another Stuart was made 
king, the church bishops were back in power 
with an established church, the press was 
still far from free. Sick, blind, often un- 
happy, his ideals flouted, if not wrecked, 
Milton then wrote Paradise Lost. Seeming- 
ly a victim of frustration and disillusion, he 
wrapped a poetic mantle around a myth that 
is false to man and nature. 


However excusable belief in “Original 
Sin’” may have been for the scribes who 
put together various narratives to make the 
book Genesis, around 500 B.C., its existence 
today in any religious sect shows stagnation 
and a lack of effective self-criticism. 

Church authorities who rail against divorce 
and the emphasis on sex in our culture 
should effectively examine the results of be- 
lief in this myth-inspired doctrine. They may 
find they lack faith—faith in themselves and 
their fellowman. To the extent to which it 
undermines self-respect and faith in man it 
is immoral. 


Instead of being a special “creation” we 
now feel certain that man is an evolution, a 
part of nature and in nature, conditioned by 
his environment and affecting his environ- 
ment. At birth he has no more personality, 
or “soul” than an oyster. Contact with the 
environment starts development of person- 
ality and the process is continuous until 
derth. His worth, or “‘dignity’’ depends on 
his development during life. What remains 
after death is the example he sets and what- 
ever he may have done for the continuing 
welfare of his fellows. 


Regardless of the lip-service still given 
Milton's “‘God"’ today, in all of our concrete 
activities we find it necessary to rely on 
fellowmen and nature, things here and now. 
In deliberations of the United Nations As- 
sembly, no matter what religion delegates 
mav profess, they speak and labor for things 
having to do with life here and now. 


To propose reliance on something “‘super- 
natural” as a solution of the knotty problems 
confronting the delegates would surely meet 


with rejection. It would expose the sterility, 
the stagnation, in a slogan such as “Jesus, 
the hope of the world.” 

Everything we have, from a hair-pin to 
an H-bomb, from a silly giggle to the noblest 
thought, every god and every devil, has been 
produced by man in nature. 

To teach that man is born in sin and is 
inherently a sinner is the great infidelity, 
a want of faith in man. 

As Robert Ingersoll has said: “By this 
time we should know that heaven has no ear 
to hear and no hand to help. If abuses are 
destroyed man must destroy them, If new 
truths are discovered man must discover 
them. The grand victories of the future 
must be won by man, and by man alone.” 


HOW TO ORGANIZE LETTER WRITING 


By DAVE SHIPPER 


The article on Rationalist Promotion (AR Jan- 
uary, 1958) by Rudolph L. Marchfield stressed 
the importance of letters to the editor of various 
newspapers. 


While agreeing whole-heartedly, may I point 
out that, with a little organization, letters can 
become a really potent weapon of the Ration- 
alist camp? 


The first thing is for a campaign director or 
committee to be appointed. A list of newspapers 
which will take the Rationalist type of letter 
should be compiled. This can easily be done if 
those who have had letters published will in- 
form the campaign committee of the names. 


The editor of a paper likes to show that his 
journal has a wide circulation so that very often 
we find an editor in say, Kansas City, is more 
likely to publish a letter from Los Angeles or 
Pittsburgh than from local readers. The best 
thing is to split those listed as willing to take 
part in newspaper controversy into a team of 
six or eight and once a controversy has been 
started letters can then arrive from various 
points of the compass. 


The campaign committee could nominate a 
specia] subject periodically, and all campaigners 
could push this until break-throughs are report- 
ed, then outside help brought in. 


If anyone thinks this idea worth while maybe 
this could be discussed at the next ARF Con- 
vention. 
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POLAND’S FREETHINKERS 
REVIVE 


Translated from Chicago Polish News 
by CASIMIR GRYWALSKI 


The National Congress of the Societies of 
Atheists and Freethinkers met November 
9-10 in the guest city of Bydgoszcz after 
seven years of suppression. 500 delegates 
representing 1|6 organizations participated. 
These have a total present registered mem- 
bership of about 6000 out of ‘the hundreds 
of thousands of opponents of religious dog- 
mas and clerical tyranny in Poland. 

It may seem surprising and difficult to 
understand but this movement was liquidat- 
ed by the Communists in 1950. However, 
after the October revolution, which brought 
more freedom in various fields, permission 
was granted for resumption of the organized 
activities of the Societies. 

The main organizer and leader of the 
movement is Dr. Andre Nowicki, who was 
elected to the Board of Administration to- 
gether with the editor, Emil Wojnarowski, 
the poet, Lucjan Rudnicki and Dr. Raabe. 

In the resolutions and declarations of the 
Congress, the Societies demanded full toler- 
ance for unbelievers and Atheists. 

Determination was announced to set forth 
fully the Atheistic, Rationalist and Material- 
istic points of view and to proclaim the 
superiority of ethical principles founded on 
human experience in the daily life of the 
world to ethics rooted in religion based on 
supernaturalism. Opposition to all religious 
dogma and to the spiritual point of view 
was stressed. 

These purposes will be served by their 
new magazine, “ARGUMENTY"™. In its 
first editorial, it is stated that it will be de- 
voted to the highest ideals, humanistic and 
democratic in its outlook and ever voicing a 
hopeful confidence in human progress. 
Through the power of the intellect it ex- 
pects to see accomplished the ultimate de- 
feat of the mystics and all propagators of 
irrational points of view, superstition and 
prejudice. 
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WHAT WAS SAID ABOUT ARIUS... 
by FRANK SWANCARA 


In Book 1, Ch. XXXVII, translated from the 
Greek, this Christian historian (SOCRATES 
SCHOLASTICUS) wrote that ‘Divine Retribution 
overtook Arius for his daring criminalities’, 
that is, for his Unitarianism. This ecclesiastical 
historian continues thus: 

On approaching the place called Constant- 
ine’s Forum a terror arising from the con- 
sciousness of his wickedness seized him, ac- 
companied by a violent relaxation of the bowels. 
Soon after a faintness came over him, and to- 
gether with the evacuations his bowels protruded, 
followed by a copious haemorrhage, and the des- 
cent of the smaller intestines. Moreover, portions 
of his spleen and liver were brought off in the 
effusion of blood, so that he almost immediately 
died. The verity of the Nicene faith being thus 
miraculously confirmed by the testimony of God 
himself, the emperor adhered still more zealously 
to Christianity.’ 

oO - 


Prof. Joseph McCabe in the EVOLUTION OF 
CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE gives a different ac- 
count. He says: 

‘In 336 Constantine ordered the Bishop of 
Constantinople to admit Arius to communion, and 
the orthodox were so angered that they poisoned 
Arius.’ 

This accords with all profane histories. See, 
for example, OUTLINE OF HISTORY, by H. G. 
Wells. 

* 


THOMAS PAINE 


(Born January 29, 1737) 


These are the times that try men’s souls. 
The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot 
will, in this crisis, shrink from the service 
of their country; but he that stands it now, 
deserves the love and thanks of man and 


woman. ‘Tyranny, like hell, is not easily 
conquered; yet we have this consolation 
with us, that the harder the conflict, the 


more glorious the triumph. What we obtain 
too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dear- 
ness only that gives every thing its value. 
Heaven knows how to put a proper price 
upon its goods; and it would be strange in- 


deed if so celestial an article as freedom 
should not be highly rated. 
—The American Crisis, 1776. 


The German 


Freethought Movement 


by Kurt T, Neumann 
(translated by Walter Hoops) 


Before 1933, the “German Freethought ASsso- 
ciation” (DFV) had over 700,000 members. As 
Germany’s largest rationalist organization it 
had considerable influence on legislation and 
policy relating to secular schools, separation of 
Church and State, etc. The Nazis proscribed 
the Freethought movement and confiscated most 
of its funds. Its leaders were arrested unless 
they managed to escape. The General-Secretary 
became a victim of Hitler’s axman. 


After the war, a small circle of devoted mem- 
bers tried to build anew. It was a tough job 
without money, mailing lists and literature. One 
of the main features of membership in the DFV 
had been a complete service at funerals for 
members and their families with all expenses 
paid. It was decided to continue this practice 
by starting a mutual assistance fund to defray 
at least part of the expenses. Today the or- 
ganization has grown again to over 100 af- 
filiated local branches. That part of the treasury 
which was saved from confiscation and brought 
to America where it became part of the ‘frozen 
alien property,”’ may be released soon so that 
propaganda can be undertaken on a larger scale 
than before. 


It would be interesting to find out why the 
growth of the DFV was not more rapid because 
the interest in religious matters is extremely 
low in Germany. The churches complain bitter- 
ly that only 4% of the people in working-class 
districts who are officially on their lists (for 
tax purposes) come to church services. But only 
a minority of those indifferent towards reli- 
gion take the next step of joining rationalist 
groups. Quite a few former Freethinkers have 
joined ‘“Free-religious Societies’’ which became 
active shortly after the Nazi debacle because 
their funds had not been confiscated nor had 
some of them been suppressed. Although free- 
thinkers generally do not like the ceremonies 
and customs of these “Free-religious Societies,” 
the natural aversion to change keeps many of 
them from coming back to their former as- 
sociates. In addition trade unions and other 
organizations have offered compensation fea- 
tures similar to the ones the DFV had. In the 
beginning, the leadership seemed to lack the 
old elan and spirit. The 20 years since Hitler 
came to power had left their mark; younger 
men and women had to come in and take over 


some of the work, and as everybody knows, 
such young people are scarce. 

Most people get along without “benefit of 
clergy” and without the Freethought Society 
until some family event such as baptism, con- 
firmation, wedding or death poseg the old ques- 
tion: Clerical or secular ceremonies? Shall a 
friend and comrade dignify the occasion or a 
pastor or priest who in most cases is a com- 
plete stranger? The DVG now provides dig- 
nified ceremonies of all occasions with special 
emphasis on the “Jugendweihe” (Consecration 
of Youth Ceremony) at age 14, corresponding 
to the religious confirmation, A 6-month course 
in Morals and Ethics is open to children in 
preparation for the “Jugendweihe” and quite a 
few of these youngsters stay together after the 
ceremony to form youth groups. It is the hope 
of the older members that the enthusiasm 
generated in these youth groups will carry the 
movement to its strength and influence of pre- 
Hitler days. 

Distribution of rationalist literature is one of 
the main activities. “Der Freidenker” is the 
official monthly organ of the DVG. Discussions 
go on all the time; interesting lectures keep 
the membership informed. The day will come 
when the DVG can again challenge the power 
of the churches and take its place among the 
molders of the cultural life of Germany. 


TO THE EDITOR: 
THE INDIANAPOLIS TIMES... 


For anyone who realizes that a large part of 
America’s greatness lies in her legal and cultural 
tradition of absolute religious freedom, it is dis- 
tressing to realize that Indianapolis public school 
pupils are still being subjected to a subtle form 
of religious indoctrination. The school officials 
who are responsible for the program insist that 
the schools are but teaching ‘‘about” religion and 
that “Our teachers are forbidden to present any- 
thing other than historical facts concerning re- 
ligion.”” These crude rationalizations, however, 
are certainly misleading and need to be examined. 

From a careful study of the Social Studies 
“Study Guide” used by the junior high teachers, 
it is obvious that the so-called teachings “about” 
religion are so designed as to inculcate beliefs 
and attitudes which are undeniably sectarian and 
therefore opposed to both the spirit and the let- 
ter of our First Amendment. Further, the “his- 
torical facts” which are being taught are very 
often neither historical nor factual. To insinuate, 
as the Study Guide does, that Thomas Jefferson 
was an orthodox Christian is to deliberately fal- 
sify history. The Study Guide has been examined 
by leading educators and authorities on church- 
state relations, such as Professor George Ax- 
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telle, and has been found to contain numerous 
distortions of history and numerous instances of 
grossly misplaced emphasis and biased interpre- 
tations. The children are left ignorant of the 
important Deist movement, of which Franklin, 
Jefferson, Paine, Adams, Allen and others were 
a part and they are given no inkling that our 
treasured religious freedom is an outcome of 
the literal warfare between the various religious 
sects during the colonial period. 

Protests against this religious indoctrination 
have been brought before the superintendent and 
the school board by influential groups and in- 
dividuals, but apparently nothing whatever has 
been done. But unless something is done at 
once, Indianapolis will have the dubious distinc- 
tion of being the city most active in leading the 
nation’s schools down the dark path toward re- 
ligious obscurantism, authoritarianism and a 
mind-dwarfing conformism. Edd Doerr. 

« 


MORE FROM HUNGARY 
by Dave Shipper 


My latest communication from Radio Buda- 
pest is as follows: 


Dear Mr. Shipper: 

I believe we sent you the White Book, I 
wonder whether you would care to let me know 
what your impressions are? 

Now just a few words about the question of 
religion. I think that, in all fairness, I should 
tell you that religion is one of the questions 
which cannot be discussed in this manner be- 
tween people like us. I say this because we do, 
in fact, agree on the question. We both agree 
that it is definitely harmful to humanity and 
the sooner its impact on man is removed the 
better it will be for the world. How to remove 
that impact is another matter. The problem 
differs according to the specific country, The 


Catholic religion has very deep roots in our 
country and the counter-action to it is very 
complicated. It takes patience and painstaking 


education and we are trying to develop both 
We find ourselves in a very peculiar position 
insofar as the outside world is concerned. There 
are people like you who are impatient with us 
for not counter-attacking the Catholic religion 
strongly and firmly enough. Then there are 
those who accuse us of not allowing sufficient 
religious freedom. Either way, we are under 
constant attack on this question, just as we 
have been on the question as to whether what 
took place here at the end of last year was 
revolution or counter-revolution, Frankly we 
find that in our approach to these questions and 
to their solution, we have to act in a manner 
best suited to our domestic situation and con- 
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ditions not too unmindful of public opinion, but 
always most mindful of the interests of our 
people. 

It will take a long time, Mr. Shipper, to re- 
educate our people on the question of religion. 
I believe that the way to do this is that which 
I indicated in Radio Mailbag and in my previous 
letter. Education is very important, but I still 
do think, that the economic base is more im- 
portant, the economic and the political as well. 
When people will live in complete economic 
security, when people will have no reason to 
fear each other, they will look less to some 
supernatural being for lifting their burdens 
Therefore, it is my opinion that while we must 
use the weapon of education, we must also 
exert all our energies to wipe out the social base 
for superstition. 

Perhaps we still do not agree on methods, but 
I do hope you will continue to write us your 
frank opinions. I do hope to hear from you 
again. Gabi Timar, English Section, 

Radio Budapest, Hungary 


A study of the aforementioned White Book 
proved interesting to me, chiefly because of a 
number of charges being made against lay and 
ecclesiastical Catholics and Papist groups. The 
revolutionaries are, of course, dismissed as 
Fascist reactionaries, however, I hope my Amer- 
ican friends will not accuse me of being un- 
charitable if I observe that it is seldom that a 
government, having crushed a rebellion, praises 
their would-be deposers as sincere progressives, 
seeking only social progress! 

Although Gabi Timar apparently shares my 
anti-religious outlook, obviously we differ wide- 
ly in belief as to how religious indoctrination 
should be combated. Perhaps a deviation is purely 
natural between an anti-authoritarian Freethink- 
er and a pro-authoritarian Communist ? 

Gabi Timar believes the betterment of social 
conditions will eventually lead to the intellectual 
banishment of religion. 

While waiting for the socialist Utopia to ar- 
rive, which may require patience, the Hungarian 
authorities will find any spontaneous rising 
will receive Vatican backing. 

Rebellions make strange bed-fellows and al- 
though libertarians, socialists, anarchists and 
merely anti-State Capitalists may revolt period- 
ically, I fear they may become unwitting pawns 
in a much bigger game. My earlier comparison 
of the Polish and Hungarian situations, in which 
I pointed out the re-emergence of the old Polish 
freethought associations was not remarked on. 

From this we may assume that the germs of 
freethought activity in Hungary are either dead, 
or not permitted to breed. 

Having made further enquiries, I hope to 
have more information for “A.R.” readers later. 


VvHEee * 
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Wilmington’s Columbus 


TO THE EDITOR: My attention hag been call- 
ed to the statue of Christopher Columbus which 
was erected on park property in Columbus 
Square, in our city, on October 12, 1957. 

If this statue merely represented Crdistopher 
Columbus landing upon the shores of this con- 
tinent, as the reputed discoverer of America, it 
would be appropriate and desirable. But the 
statue has an altogether different purpose. It 
shows Columbus planting the Cross of Christian- 
ity upon our soil, Such a concept is utterly at 
variance with the facts. 

Columbus did not sail from Spain on a religious 
mission. On the contrary, his journey was purely 
of a commercial nature. He was seeking a new 
route to India. You see, he did not believe in 
the theology of his time—that the earth was 
flat. He was a heretic in that respect. He had 
studied geography from the Greeks and got his 
concept of the rotundity of the earth from a 
globe that belonged to the great Egyptian astron- 
omer, Ptolemy. 

Christopher Columbus was a navigator and 
not a missionary! He did not land upon these 
shores to plant the cross of Christianity. He did, 
however, raise the flag of Spain and claimed 
it as territory for Isabella and Ferdinand. 

No one was more certain that he would make 
his journey safely than Columbus himself. He 
was fortified with the knowledge of the shape 
of the earth. The religious fanatics, who fell 
upon their knees praying for his safety when 
he sailed, had no effect upon him. Priests did not 
accompany Columbus on his voyages. There 
was a goodand sufficient reason for this; they 
were afraid! 

And this is another point that gives the re- 
ligious lie to this statue. Columbus was not a 
Christian. The noted historian, Professor Salva- 
dor de Madariaga, in his book “Christopher Co- 
lumbus,” marshals in abundance imposing evi- 
dence in support of the Spanish Jewish origin of 
Christopher Columbus. In summarizing this evi- 
dence, Professor de Madariago says, ‘“Now there 
fs only one reasonable way of explaining this 
fact: The Colombo family were Spanish Jews 
settled in Genoa, who, following the traditions 
of their race, had remained faithful to the lang- 
uage of their country of origin.” That igs one 
of the reasons he never was sainted. What an 
embarrassment it would be for the Catholic 
Church to have canonized Columbus only to find 
that he was a Jew! 

There is much historical proof to substantiate 
this premise. Only recently, there came to public 
light the discovery that in his correspondence 
with his son Columbus used a secret Hebrew 


symbol, in the upper right hand corner of his 
letters to identify his origin, When Christopher 
Columbus lived in Spain, the Inquisition was 
raging in all of its brutal fanaticism and that 
accounts for the reason why Columbus concealed 
many facts about himself, and professed beliefs 
solely for the sake of expediency. 

This statue, in your city, is a religious lie. 
It will become the laughing stock of all intel- 
ligent people. It should be removed. 

It shoud be removed for two reasons. First, 
it violates the principle of the separation of 
church and state for a religious statue to be 
erected on public grounds; and second, the statue 
does not represent the truth. This makes it 
doubly reprehensible. 

The people of Wilmington, Delaware, should 
wake up to this piece of religious fakery. 


John R. Lewis, 
President, Freethinkers of America 
—Wilmington Journal 


HELP ASKED FOR FRANCO EXILES 


A special fund drive for $17,000 to relocate 
149 Spanish soldiers who fled from Franco’s 
army in Ifni, Nor.» Africa, is being conducted 
by the Spanish Refugee Aid, Inc., 80 East 11th 
Street, New York 3, N. Y. 

The soldiers who left the Franco forces in 
Spanish Morocco, which nationalist forces are 
seeking to free from Spanish rule, have been 
jailed in Casablanca. They will be freed when 
funds are available to clothe them and pay 
their transportation to countries willing to ac- 
cept them as political exiles under the Geneva 
Convention. 

Their release is the result of many months of 
work on the part of the Solidarite International 
Antifasciste, a Spanish Republican refugee com- 
mittee in Toulouse, France, along with the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the 
Internationa] Red Cross. 

Morocco has agreed to free the former Franco 
soldiers, if they can find other countries to ac- 
cept them. Belgium and some Latin American 
countries have agreed to take part of them, 
Morocco itself will keep a few skilled workers. 
But they will not be freed until funds are raised, 
declares the Spanish Refugee Aid, which is seek- 
ing donations 
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THE FOG LIFTS 

Monarchy today has lost its religious halo. The 
religious conception of the royal position does 
not fit with the secular views that lie behind 
modern democracy — all the more so because a 
large number of the citizens of these democracies 
no longer believe in any religion. —“LIFE” 
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Roman Defiance .. . 


Florence, Italy (UP)—A Roman Catholic bishop and a 
parish priest Monday refused to appear before a criminal 
court trying them on charges of defaming a couple who married 
outside the church. 

Bishop Pietro Fiordelli of Prato and the Rev, Danilo Ajazzi 
declared in letters to the court that their actions were answer- 
able only to their consciences, Pope Pius XII and to God. 

But an attorney for the plaintiffs charged in court that 
the bishop and the priest committed “an act of war against 
Italian juridicial order’’ by condemning the Catholic-born couple 
as “public concubines and sinners’. 

Bishop Fiordelli and Father Ajazzi are accused of defam- 
ing “free thinking” grocer Mauro Bellandi and his 23-year-old 
wife, Loriana, for going through a civil marriage rite two 
years ago without later church services. 

Bellandi, his wife, and his mother-in-law brought the de- 
famation action against the two churchmen in a case that 
posed a serious challenge to Vatican-state 
critical election year. 

Bishop Fiordelli is the first ruling bishop to stand trial 
since the Lateran Pact of 1929 regulated relations between 
the Vatican and the Italian government. 

If found guilty, the churchmen are liable to maximum im- 
prisonment up to nine years or heavy fines. But legal experts 


did not expect any such stern treatment in event of an adverse 
decision. 


relations in a 


THE MAKING OF MOO 


A stage play in England has. gone over big and is expected 
to come to the United States soon. Called, The Making of Moo, 
it concerns the effects of civilization on a primitive African 
tribe. When a dam is being built by Europeans which will 
result in a flood and destruction of the village altar of their 
god, the hero of the play decides to help out by inventing a 
god for the natives as a substitute, which they accept. The 
cow god is the subject of the play from then on. 

Vanguard Press (New York) will publish the story in 
one volume with its predecessor, the dramatised version of 
Cards of Identity, plus a long preface discussing the theme of 
both plays. The author of the plays is Nigel Dennis. “Moo” 
is creating a stir in religious circles in England. 

. 

The Rev. Donald Holt of St. Peter’s, South Croydon, pro- 
nounces in his parish magazine against prayers for fine 
weather. “To assume that unfavorable weather is a judgment 
of God upon his sinful children is indefensible and bad theology.” 
We do not know about the theology. There is scriptual war- 
rant for believing that God varies the weather as a judgment 
on human conduct — witness the story of Elijah, which is 
cited as historical in the New Testament. The Prayer Book 
was drawn up by men who thought that God had once drowned 
the world for its sins and still punishes us now and then with 
“a plague of rain and waters.” We wonder how many parsons 
agree with Mr. Holt, but keep their opinions to themselves. 

—fron The Monthly Record 
(Ethical Society, England) 
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FOUR ITEMS FROM “TIME” 


Marriage and Punishment 
Sir: 

I read, with repugnance, the Mar. 
10 account of the Italian couple 
who were declared “public sin- 
ners” and, in effect, were deprived 
of their economic livelihood by 
their Catholic bishop because they 
contracted a civil mariage, I do 
not believe the founder of Chris- 
tianity established any church for 


this purpose (slander and coer- 
cion). Wm. Rotheby 
Devon, Pa. 

Sir: 


The case of Bellandi v. Bishop 
Fiordelli exposes the age-old in- 
tolerance of the Catholic Church 
How much longer will people not 
realize that there ig no more free- 
dom for dissenters behind the scar- 
let curtain (Italy, Spain, Colombia, 
etc.) than there is behind the Iron 
Curtain? H. R. Hills 
Pana, IIl. 


Sir: 

I would like to see what would 
happen in this country if such a 
case occurred. While millions of 
Roman Catholics in the U.S. have 
no choice but to go along with 
the Pope’s indignation, it is a good 
argument against an R, C. for 


President. Clyde Burroughs 
San Diego 


Sir: 

While Protestantism and pari 
ticularly Catholicism are for the 
weak a. ! ignorant, Unitarianism 
offers genuine intellectual freedom 
for those strong enough to bear 
it. Ritchie D. Mikesell 
Champaign, Tl 





HERE IS THE HIGHEST MENTAL 
ADVENTURE, MAKE SELF-RESPECT 
YOUR RELIGION 


THE FORTEAN SOCIETY 
Box 192 
Grand Central Annex, New York, N.Y. 
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“THE WAY OF ZEN” 
by Alan W. Watts 


One of the tendencies of our time is the 
growing interest in Zen Buddhism. Artists, 
psychologists, and philosophers throughout 
the world of the West have become in- 
creasingly intrigued by an unique form of 
Asian philosophy which for more than a 
thousand years has been of influence in the 
art, life, and thought of China and Japan. 

The special interest of Zen is that it is 
one of the very few forms of philosophy 
which is a way of experiencing rather than 
thinking. The concepts of Zen are built 
around the doctrine that many of our most 
tormenting problems are abstract creations 
of thought. When we look outside of our- 
selves they vanish in the instant that we be- 
gin to see our everyday world just as it is. 

Zen traces its origin in Indian and Chinese 
thought as background for a clear and vivid 
description of its way of living and feeling. 
It has developed techniques for overcom- 
ing the mind's frustrating confusion of 
symbolic thought with actual experience. 
Zen has developed a number of expressions 
in the form of short pithy sentences which 
attempt to communicate its way of feeling. 
Many of these sound absurd at first. They 
are called Koans, like “naming is the mother 
of ten thousand things."’ —John J. Kessler 

Pantheon Books, 256 pp., $5.00 


WHAT CHRISTIANITY SAYS ABOUT 
SEX, LOVE, AND MARRIAGE 
by Roland H. Bainton 


This is one of a series of Protestant paper- 
backs that serve to balance the Catholic 
series put out as Image books. It is a 
historical account of Christian attitudes to- 
ward sex and marriage, and it contains a 
good deal of valuable information. Well 
documented, with fine additional bibliogra- 
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phy. The first and final chapters present the 
author's opinions, which will be annoying 
to many Rationalists, but | enjoyed the rest 
very much. 

Topics range from the effect of expecting 
the end of the world to the courts of love in 
medieval France. Popular stories of the times 
and quotations of poetry are included. 

Bainton is the author of “Here | Stand,” 
on which the movie, “Martin Luther,’’ was 
based. —Harry Mongold 

Association Press, 60c. 


THE HERITAGE OF THE 
REFORMATION 
by Wilhelm Pauck 


A third of this sober and scholarly ap- 
praisal is devoted to the Reformation, led by 
Luther, with his discovery of the Bible and 
his feeling that men should have a personal 
relationship with his God, unencumbered by 
any hierarchy. 

“No one understands Luther who does 
not pay attention to the two aspects of his 
sense of calling; namely, his asserticn of be- 
ing held and supported by God, and—the 
rejection of any personal worth and author- 
ity.” And your reviewer would add, no 
one can understand Luther and his devil 
who does not know the physical ailments 
that beset him—the dreadful noises in the 
head, banging, whistling, and cracking. Then 
cardiac pains and growing deafness contri- 
buted to his miseries. 

Calvin was the man of one book, whose 
six chapters called him to the world’s at- 
tention in 1536. He continued to revise 
and add to it until 1559. This true disciple 
of Luther built his church in Geneva, built 
as he read of it in the New Testament, with 
pastors, elders, teachers and deacons. In 
wretched health, suffering from a stomach 
ailment, gout, and malaria, he preached 
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predestination and remained “obedient to 
the voice of God directly made audible in 
the Bible.” 

A less well-remembered contemporary 
was Martin Butzer, a great influence in Ger- 
many and particularly in Strassburg. From 
his writings one can see he was Calvin's 
foremost teacher. ““The difference between 
his and Luther's concept of the Kingdom 
of God is largely due to the antagonism be- 
tween Humanism and Lutherism, between 
Erasmus and Luther, between an anthropo- 
centric, rationalistic and moralistic use of the 
Bible and theocentric biblicism.” 

As Protestantism developed, its charac- 
teristics turned out to be concerned with 
God, not man; in the living word and the 
sovereignity of God, manifested through 
Christianity by faith and in tthe principle 
of the universal priesthood of believers. 
Always present has been the tension and 
mutual slandering between Protestants and 
Roman Catholics. 

Modern democracy is rooted in Graeco- 
Roman civilization, in Hebrew prophetism 
and early Christian universalism, but also 
from sources not Christian: the Rationalists 
of the 17th and 18th centuries. Our found- 
ing fathers were led by ideas expressed by 
Locke and Jefferson. 

It was not the intention of the Reformers, 
continues the author, to emancipate the se- 
cular life from the Christian church, but 
that is what happened. Now we have Nie- 
buhr and Karl Barth and his friends work- 
ing on us to submit to theological authority. 
They are making some headway in a world 
upset by two world wars. If tthe churches 
could forget their petty differences and 
work together for an ecumenical theology, 
they would be stronger. 

We Rationalists, Humanists, and Ethicists 
can only stand aside in amazement and 
watch the struggle that seems to us so 
futile. 


Kay Vining. 
Beacon Press, $4.75. 
“WOMEN IN ANTIQUITY” 
By Charles Seltman 
A fascinating subject is here presented from 
the Rationalist point of view. The study covers 
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the lives of women in Paleolithic cultures, Meso- 
potamia, Egypt, Crete, Greece, and Rome. The 
most detailed description is of the Greek customs 
and attitudes. The aspects dealt with are social 
position, clothing, tasks, legends, and artistic 
representations of women. 

Although largely a historical essay, this may 
also be regarded a valuable book of antique art 
The plates that illustrate the text are original, 
numerous, and wonderfully printed. Those who 
have wondered whether the ancient Greeks were 
more interested in the male than the female body 
may decide that the evidence in the texts he has 
previously known has been unfair. 

Dr. Seltman, British authority, who has written 
other works on the past, quotes partly from 
sources the reader may be expected to have on 
his own shelves. He greatly admires a number 
of the Penguin and Pelican translations and his- 
torical works. He has little use for church brands 
of Christianity, and he brings out the decline of 
woman's position after those doctrines became 
dominant in Europe, just as McCabe used to do. 

As original sources, the author uses both the 
art and the literature of early times. He feels, 
probably wisely, that Aristophanes is more in- 
formative as to the status of women than is 
Plato. The discussion of sexual customs is frank 
and unorthodox. There were all the attitudes 
of puritanism, indifference, and sexual joyousness 
then as there are today, depending on the people 
or the occasion. Wrestling in the nude between 
boy and girl (Sparta and the Isle of Chios) was 
largely a matter of athletics, but nudity was also 
appreciated sexually. 

For its refutation of the popular delusion that 
Christianity has been responsible for the libera- 
tion of women, for its history, for its illustra- 
tions, and for its broadening instruction about 
other morals in equally happy—or unhappy— 
times, this book is well worth the price. 

—Harry E. Mongold 

St. Martin’s Press, 224 pp. incl. index, $4.50. 


“THE TRAGIC PHILOSOPHER, A STUDY OF 
FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE” 


By F. A. Lea 

Disaster seems to have been the portion of 
Nietzsche from his earliest memories. Hig child- 
hood was crippled by a demanding mother, whose 
possessiveness was enhanced by a double be- 
reavement. His adjustment to the outside world 
after this unfortunate beginning was most dif- 
ficult. 

When the lad was 21, he discovered Schopen- 
hauer in a second-hand book store. His philoso- 
phy crystallized as he read “The World as Will 
and Idea,” and he found confidence to face life, 
to cast off belief in Christianity, and to find 
strength in music and literature. Wagner be- 
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came the next important influence, first through 
his music and later in personal friendship. 

“The Tragic Philosopher’ traces Nietzsche’s 
development through his hectic, brief life. His 
professorship at Basle terminated because of 
poor health—migraine, partial paralysis, and near 
blindness. He said that 200 days of the year were 
days of pain. The close friendship with Wagner 
came to a curt ending——“I realized that Wagner 
was no longer indispensable.” 

Living on a pension granted by the University 
of Basle, he wrote and traveled, trying one resort 
after another in a vain search for health, even 
taking Voltaire’s advice literally and cultivating 
a garden of fruit trees and flowers. 

Aside from “The Birth of Tragedy” he did not 
publish complete books but became a master of 
the aphorism and epigram, turning out “Thoughts 
Out of Season,” ‘Human, Ail Too Human,” and 
the masterpiece, “Thus Spoke Zarathustra.” This 
last is symbolical and obscure enough to appeal 
to many people for many reasons, but it would 
seem that Superman is not at all the big arrogant 
bully many people picture him, but what Man 
might become if he realized his full potential. 

It was part of his fate that Nietzsche was 
ahead of his time and not appreciated until fifty 
years after his books were written. He yearned 
for friends who would understand him. They 
were just beginning to appear when his final 
breakdown was imminent. 

This is a scholarly piece of work, dealing with 
enthusiasm with Nietzsche’s various books, of 
great significance to the student of philosophy. 
To the average reader, a less detailed study 
might be better appreciated. Kay Vining 

Philosophical Library, 1957, $6.00. 


“REASON, ROMANTICISM, AND 
REVOLUTION” 
By M. N. Roy 

The famous Indian leader and thinker, M. N. 
Roy offers here a sane, informative, and absorb- 
ing review of the evolution of ideas—sociological, 
religious, philosophical, and political. He tells of 
priests, rebels, writers, and politicians, and how 
their ideas contributed to the triumphs and 
failures of Rationalism and Irrationalism. 

By “romanticism” Roy means the desire to 
change, a dissatisfaction with things as they are. 
Although traditionally romanticism is classed as 
opposed to rationalism, the two are naturai to 
each other, if by “rationalism” is meant the use 
of the brain. It is reasonable to desire change, 
as long as life is imperfect. That romantics are 
impatient and tend to supplement their dreams 
with revolution does not prealude the existence of 
wise and capable romantics. Reason is not op- 
posed to either dreams or ¢motions, but those 
who indulge in the latter may mistise reason. 


The learned author has included many names 
that are not commonly known but are worth 
knowing. Also, a number of misconceptions are 
cleared up. He shows that the Protestant Refor- 
mation was not the step of progress that it has 
often seemed; rather, it stemmed the tide of Ra- 
tionalism that had flowed in the Renaissance. 
The Counter-Reformation by the Roman Cath- 
olic Church is misnamed, as it was a continuation 
of the measures against heresies, primarily. 

Rousseau, although a prophet of the irench 
Revolution, was a mixture of irrationality and 
rational romanticism. His view of the Social 
Contract was that it is the popular election (the 
“general will’) of an aristocracy, thus provid- 
ing democratic renunciation of democracy. He 
said that democracy will not work among men. 
His doctrine provided a basis of modern totali- 
tarianism, wherein it is declared that the dictator 
has his powers by virtue of popular demand. 

Morality is not something imposed upon hu- 
manity by the gods; it is natural to man, “‘Moral- 
ity emanates from the rational desire for har- 
monious and mutually beneficial social relations.” 
Yet this simple fact has been a mystery to count- 
less thinkers. This mystery has been a stumbling 
block in the search for a rational view of man, 
state, and individual freedom. 

It is useless to try to list the many lessons 
that may be had from these volumes. There are 
phychology and philosophy, as well as sociology 
and history. The summaries at the beginnings 
and ends of chapters are very useful. Some of 
the work seems rather poorly organized; restudy 
of these parts is profitable. Unless the reader is 
interested in the theory of history I would ad- 
vise him to skip the first chapter (labeled “Intro- 
duction”) until later. 

I fear that some may have prejudice against 
Mr. Roy because he was much of his life an active 
Communist. It is clear from these books that he 
entirely reversed himself politically, having been 
disillusioned in the movement, I admire him all 
the more for his lack of bitterness and his ability 
to criticise Marxism in a scholarly way, without 
making it an ax to grind, as shown in these 
volumes. —Harry E. Mongold 

Renaissance Publishers, Ltd., 2 vol. with index 
of names, $3.00 and $3.50. 
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WALTER HOOPS 


At Random... 











It is illegal to sell beer within 250 feet of a 
church or school in Wichita but there is nothing 
in the law prohibiting the sale of beer inside a 
church and so a beer license was issued by the 
license collector for the Community Center of 
St. Anthony’s (Bingo) Church. 

* * * 

Definition of an atheist (old but worthwhile 
repeating): A person who has no invisible means 
of support. 

* * * 

“The New Age” magazine, published by the 
Scottish Rite Freemasons, is the latest journal 
on the exchange list of AR. “The New Age” has 
constantly been in the forefront of the battle 
for free, secular schools and for strict separation 
of church and state. 

* * * 

From Webb C. Patterson: 

Theology explains what is has not explored, 
discourses on what it has not discovered and 
fabricates what it cannot fathom. 

Rational Knowledge is the reach to reality 
Imagination ranges beyond. One cannot hate 
what does not exist nor love that which he knows 
naught of. Theology confuses love with awe of 
the unknown. 





* * * 


“Well, if you want to take away from me the 
possibility of representing the torment of my 
spirit which never gives me peace, you will 
be suppressing me: that’s all. Every true man, 
sir, who ig a little above the level of beasts and 
plants, does not live for the sake of living, with- 
out knowing how to live; but he lives so as to 
give a meaning and value of his own to life. For 
me this is everything. I cannot give up this 
just to represent a mere fact. I’m not going 
to do it. It destroys my raison d'etre.” (Six 
Characters in Search of an Author, Pirandello). 

+ * * 

In Alan Taylor’s book “The Trouble Makers” 
which deals with dissent from British Foreign 
Policy from 1792-1939, he declares that “Rights 
of Man” by Thomas Paine is the greatest political 
disquisition written by an Englishman, 

* * * 

A Jewish rabbi has this to say about Chris- 
tianity after he pays tribute to the sincerity and 
idealism of Christian leaders: “In no area of the 
world has there been a darker record of wars, 
bigotry, tyranny and persecution than in the 
Christian World.” 
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Alfred McCracken says that “More things 
are wrought by prayer than this world dreams 
of”. It certainly did not work out right for 
Carmen Basilio whose prayers before boxing 
matches are well publicized. He got beaten the 
other day by the other guy. What is poor Basilio 
going to do now? Blame his God for his defeat? 
Give up praying as being ineffective? Or will 
he conclude with the Prussian king Frederic 
that God is always on the side of the strongest? 
There is, of course, also a possibility that his op- 
ponent prayed secretly to the same God but did 
a better job of asking for victory. 


* ae * 


What many people probably think on their way 
to church: I’m going with an open mind, a com- 
plete lack of prejudice and a cool, rational ap- 
proach to listen to what I’m convinced is pure 
rubbish. 

* * * 


He that can read and meditate will not find 
his evenings long nor life tedious 


* * * 


Supposing that we should even be obliged to 
take democracy with all the disadvantages that 
were ever annexed to it, and that no remedy 
could be discovered for any of its defects, it 
would still be greatly preferable to the exclus- 
ive systems of other forms. (William Godwin). 

* * * 

It seems to be a lot easier to quote the bible 
than to live by it. 

* * * 


A man wrapped up in himself makes a very 
small bundle. (Franklin). 


* * * 


A faculty study at Yale declared in 1944, ‘“‘The 
nemesis of the strictly sectarian college is its 
dogmatism .. .” 

* * * 


Congregational minister Buschmeyer, editor of 
“Memo”: “Nine-tenths of all Americans want 
to be good citizens. But eight-tenths don’t see 
any connection between religious and moral con- 
victions.”’ 

* * * 

Ministers Wanted! The Methodists lost in a 
year’s tine 1324 pastors and graduated only 
825 new ones. In spite of low seminary fees and 
many scholarships, it still seems difficult to at- 
tract young men who are willing to make re- 
ligion a career. 

* «© . 


Some big city churches in the East are losing 
as many as 1000 members a year, says a report 
presented to a religious conference in Washing- 
ton recently. 


rt 










TO A VALIANT 
FIGHTER FOR THE } 
BEST OF ALL } 
CAUSES 


AMERICAN 3 
RATIONALIST | 
FEDERATION ; 








CHECK and 
DOUBLE CHECK 
by ‘CHEKA’ 


. 











THE BOOK 
Morals Without Religion 
And Other Essays 
by MARGARET KNIGHT 
— $1.25 — 


RATIONALIST PUBLICATIONS 
2218 St. Lovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 
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AGAIN WE SAY, HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 


Gone ... two years ... so, we say again, Happy Birth- 
day, AR! Just look through the pages of this issue and you 
will find out how much the American Rationalist is liked the 
world over, Our reading family is growing with every issue. 
As we enter the third year, fellow Rationalists, do let us 
continue with such splendid cooperation and believe you me, 
the day isn’t far off when we will be able to stick out our 
chests and say that AR has the largest freethought readership 
in the Country. Yes... we’re proud ... very proud indeed! 


BOY, FORTY-FOUR PAGES! 


Yesiree, We have forty-four pages—just look at them. We 
had to add eight pages for the volume of reading material on 
hand and CF PRINTING, instead of placing an ad in the 
magazine gave us a brithday present of an additional four 
pages. Thanks a million! 


SEND FOR FREE BOOK LIST 


A catalog folder listing over 200 books was printed for 
the benefit of purchasing freethought literature. Be sure you 
have a copy. If you haven't, get one by writing to The American 
Rationalist, 2218 St, Louis Avenue, St. Louis 6, Missouri. 


ANOTHER REPRINT OFF THE PRESS 


Our editor’s splendid article “MISSILES AND MYTH- 
OLOGY”, which appeared in the last issue of the AR, was 
printed in leaflet form, You may order it from our St. Louis 
office. The price: 3 for 10c — 40 for $1. 


CUTTING IT SHORT... 


Not much to write about ... know why? Because we are 
in a hurry to start the third year off. So, folks, let’s go out 
and get that new reader for the American Rationalist. 


Signing off... 
vic cejka. 


A child falls into a well and we pray for his deliverance. 

If sinful and helpless man were to withhold his praying, would 

God have left the child in the well? Religion creates its own 

problems and waste. Must children be helped through prob- 

lems or be brainwashed or numbed in intellect so that they 
do not ask even the obvious questions ? 

—from the Universalist Leader, Oct., 1957. \ 
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RATIONALIST BOOK CLUB 
FIRST BOOK SELECTION 


THE RIGHT TO HERESY 


CASTELLO against CALVIN 
by STEFAN ZWEIG 


Second Book Selection 


A CHRISTMAS STORY 
by H. L. Mencken 


HEAVENLY HUMOR 


THERE IS STILL TIME TO JOIN THE BOOK CLUB. 


Dues for 4 books a year $4.00; Combination 
Rate with Renewal Subscription or new sub- 
scription of AR $5.00. 


RATIONALIST BOOK CLUB 


2218 St. Louis Ave. St. Louis 6, Mo. 








On Starting the Third Year 
of Publishing 


The 


American Rationalist 


THE FREIE GEMEINDE 
OF MILWAUKEE 
and the 
JEFFERSON FREETHOUGHT 
SOCIETY 
send hearty greetings and best wishes for 


ever increasing success in the spreading 


of rational thinking and humanistic ideals. 














COMBINATION $1.00 OFFER 
POPE JOAN, by Chris Olson ta 
BY THEIR FRUITS, by Ira D. Cardiff ia 
WHY | DO NOT BELIEVE IN GOD, 


by Arthur G. Cromwell .20 
SCIENCE AND SUPERNATURALISM, 

by Anton J. Carlson ae 
60 stickers with Freethought slogans, 

printed in two colors oo 


$1.20 Value for $1.00 


RATIONALIST PUBLICATIONS 
2218 St. Louis Avenue St. Louis 6, Mo. 














FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN 
INCREASINGLY SHARE IN THE 
MANY RICHES OF THIS AGE! 


We live in a world filled with the most 
remarkable technical and natural riches. Yet, 
unless we possess creative skills with which 
to resourcefully utilize these riches — for 
developing our physical, intellectual, spiritual 
or purposeful, and economic well-being — their 
vast potential good remains largely unused 
by us... it is wasted. 

Since with creative skills we can make 
these riches increasingly useful, then, in im- 
portance, creative skillfulness ranks above all 
other riches. It is truly the most valuable 
individual possession because, with its use, 
we can fill our lives daily with more meaning- 
ful, more beautiful, and more satisfying 
things . . . we can improve upon every aspect 
of living, and even create more riches. Creative 
skillfulness is therefore the KEY to abundant, 
joyous, economically self-dependent living. 

You can FIND OUT HOW to become 
CREATIVELY SKILLFUL, how to proceed 
to convert the vast unused wealth into active 
benefits and thus share in the world’s un- 
limited riches. 

The procedure for developing creative 
skills is based upon practical, time-tested prin- 
ciples. The sequential steps of this remark- 
ably effective procedure are made clear and 
ready for daily use in the publication WINGS 
FOR RICHER LIVING — a reliable guide to 
creative skillfulness in every aspect of living. 
SPECIAL OFFER. 


Send $1.00 for 7 issues of “WINGS” to 
GUIDE PUBLISHING 


Room 737, 53 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago 4, Illinois 














